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BROKEN PROM SE

FADE | N:
EXT. I NTRO - DAY

A dirty BASEBALL floats in blackness. A NARRATOR, a
reporterly voice of authority, is breathing heavily, perhaps
snoki ng a cigar. When he begins to talk, we nove into stock
footage of faces in the crowd, and then of Anericana on the
ball field.

NARRATOR (V. O.)
We al ways think of baseball as
bei ng grounded in stats and hard
fact. Wns and | osses. Averages,
ERAs, LOBs, OPS and Ks. It's
supposed to be so basic in that
way: 9 innings, 9 players, certain
truths, always the sane. That's
why it makes so nuch sense to so
many of us.

It isn't really, though, so
sinple. There's all sorts of
stories, and real world hopes and
dreans tied up init, both
fulfilled and di sappoi nted. Like
the gane of life, no one ever said
it was supposed to be just about
the stats.

And, like life, outside the hard
facts, there have al ways been
plenty of lies and hal f-truths,
sprinkl ed generously throughout.

For nost of the gane's nodern era,

t he di shonesty even included who

invented it, and where and how and

when. You see, in 1905, a

conmm ssi on headed by Al Spal di ng,

t he robber barron of sporting

goods, sonehow wongly credited,

yes wongly credited, Abner

Doubl eday w th making up the rules

one bright day in 1839, in

Cooper st own, New York.

Unforunately, it later canme out

t hat when he was said to be

chal king off the first basebal

di anond there, Abner was actual

a cadet at West Point, fromwhic
( MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont' d)
he graduated in 1842 to enbark on
di stinguished mlitary career. In
truth, it probably wasn't unti
the late '40s or early '50s or so
that New York City sportsman
Al exander Cartwight came up with
pretty nuch the rules we use
t oday, and wote them down. And
yet, the hall owed ground of the
Hal | of Fame remains in that
charmng little Washington Irving
upstate town. And "The Doubl eday
Basebal | " still resides there.

NARRATOR
It was during gane three of the
'32 Wrld Series, with one out in
the top of the fifth, a 2-2 count,
and 4-4 tie, that Babe Ruth, whose
| egend probably needs a whol e hal
of its own, pointed past Charlie
Root and over the
pre-bittersweet-and-ivy-flanked
wal l's at Wigley, calling the shot
he hit on the next pitch, his |ast
in Wrld Series play. That's the
lore at | east, though maybe not
the truth. Root, nicknaned
"Chinski" for his lack of timdity
when it canme to buzzing batters,
denied it ever happened that way,
w th occasi onal vehenence, until
his death. At the tinme, Root, who
woul d have had the best seat in
the house for it, noted that "if
he," Ruth, "had tried to pul
anything of the sort. | would have
knocked hi m down wi th the next
pitch."

Ral ph Branca was al ways nore
generous. On Cct. 3, 1951 Bobby
Thonmpson's shot off himwas heard
round the world -- a phrase better
know today for that association
than it's Revol utionary War
ant ecednet. But the honerrun, and
amazi ng season-endi ng streak
preceding it, the one that nmade up
for a 13-gane deficit in less than
two nonths, may have all been a
| ot of cheating, if recent
reporting is to be believed. The

( MORE)



NARRATOR (cont' d)
"G nts were stealing signs, using
a el aborate buzzer system

NARRATOR
There are other nysteries, born of
both lies and |ives: How many
homers woul d Bonds have really
hit? WAs Steinerbenner a tyrant or
a saint? Wich records don't
deserve asteri ks? Wiy did Charlie
hustl e so hard? Wiy was it so Joe?
Weren't they supposed to be
Br ookl yn's Buns forever?

Then there is the biggest lie of
all: That w nning even matters.
That the nonent it's over, we
don't start all over again with
every chance of |osing. That | ast
year makes any difference at all.
That All-Stars aren't nortal, too.
That their denons don't nmake it to
the big | eagues with them

This much is gospel: Darryl W
Strawberry, of that amazing
Crenshaw Hi gh team and Dw ght
"Doctor K. " Godden, of Tanpa,
coul d have been two of the best
there ever was. |nstead, agonizing
wor ds, whi spered stories and
formal allegations docunent the
pain that foll owed. Sone are true.
Sone probably not. Heck, one
record the Straw Man hinself held
was being the first person to be
say he was m squoted in his own
aut obi ography. Sone of the
mur ki ness stens from shame; sone
fromjeal ousy; sone fear. Don't
they all? Qddly, it was the
"white" Ted WIlians, the Spendlid
Splinter hinself, who once said,
"W tell lies when we are
afraid... afraid of what we don't
know, afraid of what others wll
think, afraid of what wll be
found out about us. But every tine
we tell alie, the thing that we
fear grows stronger."

Still... an man's urge for honesty
and brushes with w tnesses | eaves
( MORE)



NARRATOR (cont' d)
sonething quite apart fromlies or
stats to fill the back of his
gum st ai ned cards.

Believing is another story. The
reasons to rarely last... Everyday
we all head up to bat.

The sound of an Al RPLANE taking off builds.
FADE TO BLACK

EXT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY
Al RPLANE sound conti nues, as one soars above SHEA STADI UM

DARRYL, the |lanky slugger, stands in a deathening roar in
rightfield. He is hanging his head with a hangover. One

m ght be able to say they can hear the crowd chanting
"Dar-ryl, Dar-ryl." But it's not really there, the roar is
so loud. The roar just gets nore defeaning until the crack
of the bat cones.

FADE TO WHI TE
VI CTORY by Kool & the Gang cones on.

Various METS are in the field. Breathing heavyily. Talking
to thesel ves. Looki ng around.

DW GHT, the slimyoung fireballer, is on the nound ... He
delivers a w cked CURVE BALL to WLLIE MCGEE, a |lean and
ugly St. Louis Cardinal. Strike One.

Lockerroom A bunch of REPORTERS huddl e around KEI TH, who's
got a bucket of iced BEER at his feet and Cl GARETTE dangl i ng
out of his lips. He passes a BEER to DARLI NG LENNY, and
WALLY are goofing around, with Lenny is show ng off

sonmet hing weird about the CHEW NG TOBACCO in his lip. GARY's
all smles. More BEERs are getting drunk by a variety of
peopl e. "GO BEERS' wrapped in sanitary socks | ook scarce.
HQJO and MCDOWELL pull a hotfoot on DARLI NG DAVEY snokes a
Cl GARETTE and tal ks with press, turns as they | eave and
whi ps out sonme VODKA.

Various Mets maki ng plays over the course of the season ..
Balls whiz by. This gane is intense.

Mets out at a New York Gty bar. GROUPIE G RLS are goi ng
wld. Crazy nightclub stuff is happening. Doc and Darryl do
SHOTs, clink glasses of G N AND TONI Cs. KEVIN M TCHELL has



got a GLASS OF COLT 45. Darling is chatting up sone girls.
Lenny is passing shots around, places on in a GROUPIE s
exposed bra. JESSE is slapping asses, swilling on a BEER
Darryl getts his neck |licked by a snoking hot girl.

DOC is on the mound ... High heat. MGee swi ngs and m sses a
FASTBALL. WIlie bangs his hel net.

Doc picks up rosin bag. Darryl pounds his glove.

GROUPIE G RL pushes out door of nen's room Doc and Darryl
fol |l ow anot her DUDE and ????Darryl's brother??? Darryl does
a line of COKE quietly, rubs nose, and is suddenly el sewhere
maki ng out. Dwi ght, forlorn, sucks dowmn a BEER at the end of
t he bar.

Lockeroom Darryl, |looking awful, is popping sone BEANS. Doc
is getting wapped, hobbles out and grabs sonme BEANS and a
cup of COFFEE from Lenny.

Pl ayers throw tantruns, break bats. Players yell at UWS.
They talk shit to OTHER PLAYERS. A fight ensues. Mtchell
starts choki ng soneone.

HEADLI NES nostly amazed at the Amazin's.
Darryl, in right, |looking Iinp.

FAN
Cone on Straw, | ook alive now

DARRYL
( Shrugs)
" mjust doing ny thing, man. You
want to come out here?

FAN
You wanna get paid what they pay
me shithead?

Doc gets a FASTBALL inside, but Wllie inside-outs it to
right wth a crack. Darryl charges in.

FADE TO BLACK

| NT. KEVIN M TCHELL' S HOUSE - DAY
HI GHVWAY
Doc drives with CARD GUJY, nenorbialia pronoter, speeding

faster and faster over concrete. BROKEN WNGS by M. M ster
is on the radio.



CARD GUY
So you'll give these checks to the
ot her guys for |ast week's
signings, right?

DW GHT
Sure, man. It's cool. No problem
" m not fucking retarded. Trust ne
| know retarded. | just saw sone
of those kids |ast week. O at
| east that's what | would say if |
was Darryl .

CARD GUY
Hey man, Doc, you guys are
un- f uck-yeah-bel i eveabl e this
year. You know that? | don't even
know what the fuck to say about
it, you' re that fucking good.

DW GHT
We're doing pretty allright so
far, that's all 1I'mthinking. Quys

like Darryl and Carter really got
t he of fense going, you know. | do
what | do. Ronnie, QGeda'll do
what they do. We'll see.

CARD GUY
Personally, I'"mthinking | should
be getting sone nore of your
rookie cards, that's what |I'm
t hi nki ng. Maybe you'll sign sone
for me?

IN M TCHELL' S HOUSE
A vase i s thrown.
PULL | NTO DRI VEVAY

Dm ght pulls a small flask of G N out of his jacket pocket.
THAT' s WHAT FRI ENDS ARE FOR ki cks in on radio.

CARD GUY
Seriously, though man, you should
get Darryl in touch with ne, 1"l
hook hi m up.

DW GHT
You nind man? G ve ne a Ssec.



CARD GUY
Kool and the Gang, honeboy.

Doc stays in car while Card Guy gets out. He takes a swi g
gets out. Meanwhile, Card Guy, hunched over, lights a ROACH
with his zippo. He passes the joint from between his thunb
and forefingers to Dwm ght, who takes it and puts it to his
l'ips.

DW GHT
You're starting to talk like a
bl ack person al ready, you know
t hat ?

CARD GUY
Fughgeaboudi t. Hey, you don't
think Kevin' Il mnd us stopping by
wi thout calling first right?

DW GHT
What the fuck el se would he be up
to? It's like 2:30 and we got the
ni ght off.

CARD GUY
Good point. | got to drop this
shit off at sone point anyway.

I NSI DE M TCHELL' S HOUSE

TS TRRCKY by RUN DMC is playing. Mtchell is in a
tee-shirt and jeans, arguing wwth his G RLFRI END. He has got
a bottle of MLLER LITE in one hand a KNIFE in the other
There is COKE on the table.

M TCHELL
( Shout i ng)
What the fuck bitch? Bitch? Wat
the fuck? I told you not to fuck
with me, but you don't want to
fuckin' listen to nme, do you?

M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END
Wiy you gotta be an asshol e,
Kevin? Why you gotta be an asshol e
and tell me you weresn't sleeping
with her? Wiy? | et you hudl um
friends cone by here all the tine.

M TCHELL
(Hol di ng up finger
to guys)
What the fuck did you think you
were doing flirting with a fucking
( MORE)



M TCHELL (cont'd)
teammate of mne |ike that, baby?

DW GHT
(To Card cuy)
Maybe now is a bad tine.

M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END

(Seei ng the others)
How the fuck did they walk in
her e?! ?!

(Shriekin")
How many tinmes do | fucking have
to tell you, Kevin: Lock the
fucki ng door! You want me to be
raped by some stranger who j ust
strolls in here? That's what you
want ? Maybe | shoul d just hike up
my skirt go fucking jogging in
Central fucking Park?

M TCHELL
Sit the fuck dowmn. The two of you.
W' re not goi ng anywhere.
(Checki ng wi ndows)
You guys see those those
under covers follow ng you or what?

CARD GUY
Don't know what you're talking
about, bro.

M TCHELL
C nmon they're outside the house
right now, over there. In that
Bui ck that just passed. That's a
si zabl e shit sandwi ch we've got
here. Conme on, we're going to
barri cade the doors.

DW GHT
(Sweat i ng)
You ki ddi ng, Cuz?

M TCHELL
Do | look like I'm fucking
ki ddi ng? Do what | tell you,

They put a couch in front of it, then stack two chairs on
top. They pull the blinds down on all the wi ndows, Mtchel
rips the phone out of the wall.



M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END
You' re out of your m nd.

DW GHT
Mtch, listen to ne. It's okay,
there's nobody out there. Even if
there is, they ain't getting in
now.

M TCHELL
You calling ne a liar,
nmot her f ucker ?

M TCHELL' S A RLFRI END
Kevin, stop acting so crazy, these
peopl e are your friends

Hol ding the knife in his right hand and tossing beer from
the left, Mtchell bends down and grabbs girlfriend s KITTEN
at his feet. In one awful sweep of his hand, Mtch pulls the
cat's head back, exposing its throat.

M TCHELL
Enough! All right?!? Enough
al ready! You think I'm ki dding
when | say don't ever fuck with
mel ! 211

Mtchell takes the knife to the cat's throat, and cut its
head off. Clean. He drops body "to the floor, blood pouring

out fromwhere the head once was, linbs still twitching."

M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END

NOtrrrrrrrrr Jesus JESUS JESUS
M TCHELL

Wiy when | say don't ever fuck

with me would you ever fuck with

with nme, huh???
M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END

Roxy. ..

Card Guy wal ks in fast stride toward the door

M TCHELL
Sit the fuck down. You, too. Doc,
sit down on that couch and don't
nove.

Card Guy, Doc, and then Mtchell's Grlfriend sit on the
couch that is backed-up to door



10.

Mtchell sits opposite themin a chair, BEERS |ined up
somewhere near him Starts to fade off into sleep. Eyes snap
open and drift into shut.

SUNLI GHT FADES

M TCHELL
You guys can go.

FADE TO BLACK

I NT. GOCDEN S LONG | SLAND HOVE - DAY
BLACK LI NGERS

VI N SCULLY (V.Q)
... and now the wnning run is on
second with two outs, three and
two to Mookie Wlson...little
roller up along first; behind the
bag! It gets through Bill Buckner!
Here conmes Knight and the Mets win
it!

SUBURBAN STREETS
Darryl drives around the suburbs, looking a little |ost.
| NSI DE GOODEN' S HOMVE

CHAMPAI GNE bottl es are strewn everywhere in sonewhat
beatifully decorated living roomand bedroom

Darryl knocks on the front door.

DARRYL
D ng dong. House call for a M.
Doctor K, of your Wbrld Chanpion
New York Mets. Doc, you in there?
We got to get going if we're going
to make the parade, man. It | ooks
like there's no doubt there's
going to be traffic.

Doc holds the pillow over his ears. Wnches. Thinks back to
getting hone, and into bed, a few m nutes earlier, at around
8 a.m on cl ock.
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DARRYL
Doc, what's up, you com ng? Cone
on, we got to get to the parade.
Ahhh man... Don't nake nme come up
there and beat your ass.

Doc peaks out. Darryl |ooks up. Then, cursing under his
breath, turns and wal ks back to his car.

FADE TO BLACK
AT PARADE
Darryl | ooks skyward at the ticker-tape falling.

CROND
Dar-ryl! Dar-ryl!

FADE TO VHI TE

AT GOODEN S

Doc is watching on his TELEVI SION. Drinking a REMY MARTI N
FADE TO BLACK

| NT. TELEVI SI ON - DAY

Newscasters tal k about Wrld Series win, and rel ated
hoopol a. Photos tell sone of story.

WORLD SERI ES TROPHY

NARRATOR
Li ke true sons of Queens, the
wor |l d chanpion Mets crossed the
river yesterday to celebrate in
Manhat t an, proceeding in triunph
and exul tation from sun-washed
Battery Park to the steps of City
Hal | before one of the | argest
parade crowds in New York history.
Ti cker tape al one was not
sufficient...

HAPPY DARRYL

NARRATOR
Ray Knight, Lenny Dykstra, Wally
Backman, Tim Teufel, Lee Mazzill
and absolutely Darryl Strawberry
w Il be back. Mookie WIson, Kevin
Mtchell, Howard Johnson, Randy

( MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont' d)
Ni emann and Danny Heep probably
wll not. The 1986 Mets were stil
hearing the cheers yesterday as
they were cleaning out their
| ockers and their...

ROSE GARDEN

METS LOGO

NARRATOR
In the sunny chill, no roses
bl ooned in the Rose Garden, only a
few mari golds and too few Mets who
were there to accept President
Reagan' s congratul ati ons. Fourteen
pl ayers, two coaches and four
menbers of the World Series
chanpions' front office had fornmed
a backdrop on a small outdoor..

ABOVE JETS AND G ANTS

NARRATOR
In the aftermath of the Mets'
Wrld Series victory, after
consecutive Monday N ght Foot bal
appearances by the Jets and the
G ants, with the odds inproving
that at | east one of those teans
will be participating on Super
Bowl Sunday, is it really fair to
i npose another New York City...

DW GHT PERPLEXED

NARRATOR
In a statenent rel eased by the
Mets at the Knick gane |ast night
i n Madi son Square Garden, Dw ght
Gooden, respondi ng to newspaper
reports, acknow edged that he has
a son and that the weddi ng pl anned
Saturday with his friend from high
school, Charl ene Pearson, was off
for the tinme being. ''l have an
8-nmonth-old son and |I'm proud of
him'' the statenent said.

“"1'"1l support him M wedding is
post poned. Aside fromthat, it's a
personal matter.'’

Gooden, who was anong a hal f-dozen
( MORE)



NARRATOR (cont' d)
Mets honored by the Knicks, was
quoted yesterday in The Tanpa
Tri bune as saying that he would
ask for a drug-testing clause in
his next contract with the Mets.
"'It can be for a test every week,
every two days, as often as they
want and it can be forever,''
Gooden said in the interview,
conducted at the Tanpa, Fla., hone
he shares in the offseason with
his parents and son, Dw ght Jr.
Gooden, the National League's Cy
Young Award wi nner in 1985, said
he had never taken drugs and did
not have a problemw th al cohol
either. '"Beer is what | drink and
not much of that,'' said Gooden,
who had a 17-6 record this year
"'"Wne makes nme sick. Drugs? No. |
never use themand |I never will.""'

DARLI NG AND TEUFEL

NARRATOR
Four Mets charged in July after an
i ncident at a Houston nightclub
are schedul ed to appear in court
Monday.

Ron Darling, the pitcher, and Tim
Teufel, the second baseman, were
charged with fel oni ous aggravated
assult of a police officer.
Publ i shed reports, however,

i ndi cate the charge agai nst
Darling was reduced to a

m sdeneanor on Fri day.

The pl ayers' attorney, Dick
DeGuerin of Houston, said he could
not confirmthe report. M ke

Ander son, an Assistant Harris
County District Attorney, who is
prosecuting the case, also
declined to conment.

The charges against Darling and

Teufel stemfroma July 19

i ncident at Cooter's nightclub.

The two are accused of fighting
( MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont' d)
with two police officers who were
of f-duty and working at the club
as security guards. The trial for
the two i s schedul ed for Monday
nmorning in State District Judge
Joe Kegans's court.

Bob g eda and R ck Aguilera, both

pitchers, were also charged in the

i nci dent and were accused of

hi nderi ng police apprehension, a
m sdeneanor. g eda and Aguil era
are schedul ed to appear Monday
before County Crim na

Court - at-Law Judge Don Hendri x.

METS LOGO | NTO VO CEOVER

NARRATOR (V. O.)
Dwm ght Gooden, the Mets' prem er
pitcher, and four conpani ons were
arrested in Tanpa, Fla., late
Saturday night and charged with

assaul ting several police officers

in what the police described as a
routine traffic offense that
turned into a furious fight.
According to the police, one

of ficer was kicked in..

14.

Doc, GARY SHEFFI ELD, RANDOM FRI END, VI NCE LOVELACE, RANDOM
FRI ENDS, driving back from USF basketball ganme. KISS by

Prince or VALK THI S WAY by Run DMC, or both,

i s playing.

Pull out of Chili's in MERCEDES 500SL, CORVETTE, and N SSAN
280X. Gary drive unaware that police sirens are blarring

behind him H's speakers bl ock view

NARRATOR
Gooden said yesterday that he had
been ' ' harassed and abused'' by
the police in Tanmpa, Fla., who
arrested, handcuffed and manacl ed
himafter a fight that grew out of
a routine traffic violation
Saturday night. ''I'mupset,'' he
said in a tel ephone interview,
"' because the situation could
have. ..

Pull ed over, a ton of cop cars pull up. Doc shouts,

grabs at



15.

VWH TE POLI CE OFFI CER s hand. They beat the living crap out
of him WMre squad cars show up, and they hold back Dwi ght's
friends, and beat him sone nore. Throw himin squad car.
Take himout, by railroad tracks, clean hi mup, and BLACK
POLI CE OFFI CERs drive himto the station.

NARRATOR
To the Sports Editor:

The recent arrest of Dw ght Gooden
means that 80 percent of the Mets
starting pitchers have been
arrested on assault charges this
year. Is this really baseball the
way it oughta be? THOVAS MARI AM

Br ookl yn

DW GHT PERPLEXED

NARRATOR
Personal troubles continued to
hound Dwi ght Gooden yesterday when
his former fiancee was arrested
and charged with carrying a
stol en, | oaded pistol at La
Guardia Airport, where she was
meeting the pitching star of the
Mets for a reconciliation.
Personal troubles continued to
hound Dwi ght Gooden yesterday
when. . .

CHOCOLATE STRAWBERRY by Darryl Strawberry kicks in.

NARRATOR
The wife of Darryl Strawberry
filed a petition for a | egal
separation yesterday in Los
Angel es Superior Court, accusing
the Mets' outfielder of violent
behavi or | ast nonth and breaking
her nose after a playoff ganme | ast
Cctober. Lisa Strawberry al so
obtained a court order forbidding
her husband fromcomng within 100
yards of her nother's hone in
Al t adena, a suburb of Los Angel es,
where she is staying. In her
petition filed by Marvin
M tchel son, an attorney, Ms.
Strawberry cites irreconcil able

( MORE)



NARRATOR (cont' d)
di fferences as the reason for the
separation after two years of
marri age, and seeks sole |egal and
physi cal custody of their
19-nont h-ol d son, who lives with
her. She al so seeks child and
spousal support. Jay Horwitz, the
Mets' public relations director,
said the club was aware of the
suit and had spoken to Strawberry,
who was reported to be ''sad and
di straught.'' Strawberry said he
woul d have no comment at this tinme
and denied the allegations in the
suit.

SPRI NG TRAI NI NG

Doc does coke with a few teammmnt es.

decl i nes.

AGENT di scussi ng drug testing,
at results,

16.

They want to do nore, he

Then Doc sits in front office wth CASHEN and

| NT. EXPERI MENT MONTAGE - DAY

A FEW YEARS EARLI ER

t hen on anot her day,
busted, and he checks into the SM THERS clini c.

| ooki ng

CASHEN i s tal king. TALKIN BASEBALL & THE METS versi on of
Terry Cashman great.

CASHEN
64, 66, 63, 67, 41, 65, and 68..
68? | nmean honestly, that team
| ast year, it was awful, no?
But the kids | ook good right? How
good do | think this Gooden wil|
be? You can't ask ne that.
Honestly, | don't think there's a
state the kid can drink a beer in.
You want me to put himin there
with major | eague hitting? W may
or may not conpete this year, but
we can give himtine. Tom what do
you want ne to say about Ton? Tom
he's Tom Terrific. He's done a | ot
for this club. You know, it's
tough. Did | think that Sox would
pi ck hi mup? Qoviously not; it was
not a stupid nove on ny part,
t hough, the guy's 40, but that's
what happens. He'll win them
10-ganes |'m sure, but not nuch

( MORE)
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CASHEN (cont' d)
nore, but | guess that's all they
wanted fromhim Strawberry? Kid's
been great, and I'mreally excited

to have Keith on board. | don't
know about that, that whol e bl ack
Ted Wllianms. | wouldn't know

about such a thing. But what |
definitely do know that we drafted
himfirst for a reason. | nean
Darryl's, Darryl. Who went next in
the draft? Garry Harris, Ken

Dayl ey, Darnell Col es? Those guys
m ght end up bei ng good, but with
Darryl,you can see the raw power
in himalready... the kid' s a
machi ne. | don't know about

Gooden, we really haven't seen him
enough. | don't know why people
seemto be tal king about him Then
again, |I'mgoing to be indubitably
correct in saying he's got to be
sonmeday be better than [ Bad
Pitcher.] Once he straighted it
out last year, he pitched really
well, but Single A's and a couple
of AAA pl ayoff ganes are just

that, and we're not going to rush
him | don't want another Tim
Leary, here. |I'mnot going through
that again with anybody. He never
even pitched AA. He needs at | east
a full year on the Tides.

CASHEN
We got Darling and Terrell who I
think can really get the hang of
t hi ngs qui ckly around here. Dave
West, a talented guy, too, we're
really looking forward to seeing
hi m mature. You know how | feel
about the lefties. After a certain
point in the draft, | tell our
peopl e, 'Take all the |eft-handed
pitchers you can get.' W'd corner
the market if we could. A southpaw
is a commpdity. Next year? \Wat
about this year? I'd hate to say
this teamis going to finish worse
than | ast year. | nmean Kingman's
gone right? We still got Foster..
Carter's not going to just be a
good hitting catcher, but we're
counting on himto babysit the

( MORE)
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CASHEN (cont' d)

staff out there. | don't know I
got a good feeling about this
year.

SPLI'T SCREEN

DARRYL:

M croscopi ¢ video of SPERM swi m ng breaching the walls of an
EGG He is born. Darryl's nom RUBY, is carrying him then
washi ng him Soneone puts a baseball cap on his head. FATHER
STRAVBERRY pitches a nean ganes in the EMPLOYER LEAGUE. Ruby
straightens Darryl's shirt, takes himout wal king, points to
bad peopl e doi ng DRUG DEALs. Ruby drops himoff to waving
BALLPLAYERS. Darryl plays on field with BROTHER M CHAEL and
BROTHER RONNI E. Father Strawberry is sitting at table
litered with beer cans, shouting at the basketball ganme on
the television. Darryl's SISTER | and SISTER Il babysit for
nei ghbors. Brother Ronnie neets up with GANGBANGERs, Darryl
wat ches. Darryl and BROTHER Il get into fist fight with
father. Darryl tosses high school shirt down and wal ks away.
Darryl sneaks out the window with brother. Darryl tries to
hang around Gangbangers, Brother Ronni e beats hi m up.
Darryl's natural swi ng. O her CRENSHAW pl ayers, and the
crowd is filled wwth SCOUTS and PRESS. Darryl's natural

sw ng agai nst JOHN ELWAY Ruby marvels at Darryl's basket bal |
skills during ganme, asks hi mabout newspaper proclamng him
the nation's top high school player. Darryl is drafted #1.
AGENT, AGENT'S SON, and GARY TEMPLETON hang out. Darryl
hovers three feet tall over PECPLE in rural town. Darryl is
on the phone wth Ruby and his sisters. Darryl wal ks around
town with STARVIN MARVIN. Darryl eat dinner with COACH S
FAM LY. Darryl is down in Caracas -- he hits honerrun -- he
gets pelted with stones and bricks -- a kid runs up with a
hel mut, but Darryl's waves himoff and conmes trotting in.

JI M FREY counsels Darryl .Darryl's strikes out | ooking bad
three at-bats. Darryl neets with LI SA STRAVBERRY, at a
LAKERS GAME. Darryl's | oopy swi ng sends a few homerruns out
of a variety of MAJOR LEAGUE PARKS.

DOC.

M croscopi ¢ video of SPERM swi m ng breaching the walls of an
EGG FATHER GOCDEN shows t hree-year-old Dwi ght the Braves
gane on television. Dwight goes to little | eague world
series. Dwmght plays crap with father. Father Gooden grabs

| awnmower from son, slapping his baseball mtt into his
stomach with a grin. Gooden, a freshman, pitching agai nst

LI TTLE LEAGUERS. Gooden agai nst H GH SCHOOLERS. Gooden neets
up with DEALER HAVWK by his big black car in the high school
parking |lots. Deal er Hawk notions Gooden into the car,
drives to a projects, sends Gooden up. Gooden wal ks up
stairs. Gooden gets beat up, and Deal er Hawk hangs up pay
phone. Dw ght, wearing Univ. of Mam hat, huddles with
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TAMPA TRI BUNE reportors to watch news of draft conme in on
ticker. Dmght in mnors, tries sonme DIP offered to him

| ooks sick, spits it out, and washes his nmouth out with a
gal l on of water. M NOR LEAGUE COACH cones out to nound, and
hi s body | anguage questions Dw ght's struggl es agai nst such
inferior foes. Dwight kicks it into high gear. Davey watches
a Dwight pitch, and then calls personnel office. Dwight's
birth certificate is brought out. Yup, only 17.

1983 METS:
Sonetimes Cashen, sonetines the previous seasons' awfu

pl ay.
EXT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY
1984
Dwi ght stands in nostly silent dugout.
Darryl strolls up.
DW GHT

First game in the bigs: Just like
spring training, right?

DARRYL
Not exactly, but you'll be fine.
You'll have bad innings at sone

point, and they're going to boo.
But you get used to it. And screw
"em anyway right. You're |like ne,
Dwi ght, you got a | ot of talent
and want to use it. You're here
for a reason. They don't bring
brothers |ike us up to shine
shoes.

DAVEY
(To Assi stant
Coach)
See that over there? That's the
future. Darryl on offense and Doc
on defense. That's the new Mets.

DARRYL
Anyway, what I'mtrying to say is:
just go out there and show 'em
what a brother like you is built
out of, Doc.

Davey strolls over as Dwm ght peels away from Darryl.
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DAVEY
You ready, kid?

DW GHT
|"mready for whatever you want ne
to do, Davey..

April 7, 1984: Dwi ght Gooden allows one run in five innings
in his M. debut, earning the win in the Mets' 3-2 victory
over Houston. At 19, he is the youngest National League

pl ayer.

BLACK SCREEN BACKGROUND

1984 TOPPS or WHATEVER BRAND Cards of Dw ght and Darryl .
Each cones alive with a great gane and then they start to
float stage right, and are followed by recentangle (each
oft-kilter in the opposite direction) with hightlights of
great ganes for both between April 7 and All-Star gane.

DAVEY
| better go get him Strict orders
not to use himup. Sorry guys.

Cut to JimFrey, in Cub's uniform

FREY
You' re asking ne what | think of
Gooden' s poi se? The guy has a
93-m | e-per-hour fastball and one
of the best curves in baseball and
you ask me about his poise? \Wuat
the hell does he need poise for?

Cut to Kiner's Korner.

Kl NER
So tell nme Darryl, what...
DW GHT
Excuse ne, M. Kiner. It's Dw ght.

O Doc. ..

| NT. CLUBHOUSE - NI GHT

TRAI NER' S ROOM

Dwm ght is icing shoul der after gane.
FLASHBACK

Gooden plays catch with his dad as a kid, which wasn't so
| ong ago.
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Gooden plays third base in high school
TRAI NER' S ROOM
Davey wal ks in, bleary-eyed.

DW GHT
Can you believe it Davey?

DAVEY

"1l believe anything with you
around, Doc. You got the touch

DW GHT
Ri ght. ..

DAVEY
You'll be a great All-Star. You're
al ready a great Met.
(Pause)
Hey listen, don't stay here too
|ater. Go hone and get sone sl eep.

FADE TO VH TE

| NT. BAR - NI GHT

1984

RANDOM STADI UM

Darryl and Dwm ght get introduced for Al-Star Gane

DW GHT
Holy shit.

BAR

Darryl and Dwm ght stand together sipping booze, surrounded
by All-Stars, groupies, and hanger-ons.

DARRYL
You know what | was thinking
about? The first tine we net...

DW GHT
In the outfield at M Il er Huggins?



DARRYL
Yeah, you had | ooked scared
shitless. Whole spring training
you couldn't even | ook anyone in
t he eye.

DW GHT
You know what you said to ne? When
you first nmet nme? You said: You
know what your problemis Doc? You
don't look like a big-Ieague
bal | pl ayer. You don't talk |ike
one. Man, you don't even walk |ike
one. Look at you, you got your
head all down |ike you're
enbarassed to be here.

DARRYL
Know what | al so sai d?

DW GHT
VWhat ?

DARRYL

| said you're allright, Doc.

DW GHT
No, | think you said 'go get ne
sone water, rookie.'

DW GHT
We're good this year, Straw. Not
just you and ne, | nean the team

It's |like an express train, and
we're on it.

DARRYL
Yeah, | got to admt, it's pretty
cool. Can you believe this? W're
pl ayi ng good ball, screw ng up
sonme other teans? It's a | ot
better than | ast year.

DW GHT
It's nmessed up, man. | wake sone
nor ni ngs, and thi nk about pinching
mysel f because it's |like a dream
One day you're striking out high
school sophonores, the next day
you' re on your way to rookie
| eauge, the next day you're in the
majors. That's how it feels.

22.



Two FI NE CHI CKS wal k up.

DARRYL
Vell, let's what we can wait up
tonmorrow norning to...
(To Fine Chicks)
Ladi es, anyone want to neet an
All-Star, a man who's only a boy.
And, his very grown-up friend.

One whispers into the other's ear.
DARRYL
Don't worry I won't bite. And I'm
buying... only right thing to do
for such a fine pair of beauties.
| NT. DARRYL'S BEDROOM - DAY

Darryl and Lisa |lay naked in bed.

DARRYL
Li sten, Lisa. There's sonething |
t hi nk you should know... | |ove

you and want you to be with ne,
i ke forever.

LI SA
Come on, Darling. Who am| to you?

DARRYL
You're the only one woman for ne,
Li sa you know t hat.
(Sm |l es, reaching
down)
Everything's been feeling great
since | net you.

LI SA
Oh, Darryl. | hope you nean it.

DARRYL
No, | definitely mean it.

LI SA
| don't know why they say you
don't hustle, Darryl. You' re going
to great no matter what. |'m goi ng
to be your woman, and take care of
all of that other stuff.

23.



I NT. THREE Rl VERS STADI UM - DAY
FLASHBACK

KElI TH wal ks over to CATERER. He exchanges cash for BAG OF

CCKE.

KEI TH
Good stuff? Yeah? Thank you, sir.
Good doi ng business with you.

Keith returns to reality.
DANNY HEAP, DOUG SI SK, and Jesse
JESSE
You com ng out with the Scum Bunch
toni ght, Straw?
DARRYL

You know it boys. Don't know what
ones does in Pittsburgh, but you

tell nme.

JESSE
We'll make up sonething to do is
what we'll do, yeah?

Gane is lost; suns sets, cones up on field.

Keith is stretching out on | ockeroom bench,
Cl GARETTE, and talking to reporters.

KEI TH
The thing is some people on this
team and |I'm not nam ng nanmes
here but you can inmage who |I'm
tal ki ng about, these people are
not playing up to their potential.

REPORTERS
You tal ki ng about Strawberry, Mex?

KEI TH
Straw, yeah, and sone ot her
peopl e. A coupl e of guys who have
the talent, but just don't seemto
want to get their butt in gear.
It's still anybody's race, but
it's not your race if you're going
to be loafing out there.

snoki ng a

24.
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| NT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY

Dwm ght strikes out tons of batters.
The Ks go up.

Darryl hits home runs, doubles, etc.

CROND
Dar-ryl, Dar-ryl.

| NT. GOCDEN S PARENT' S - DAY
D nner is being prepared by MOTHER GOODEN

Fat her Gooden is strolling around kitchen. Coll ege foot bal
is on TV.

FATHER GOCDEN
Leave the child alone in there
Ella. He's been working al
sumrer .

MOTHER GOODEN
| tell you what, though, he wll
be comng to dinner. H's sister's
com ng and bringing Gary.

FATHER GOCDEN
|"'msure the boy'll be up by then.

Dwi ght wakes up. He goes into bathroom and stares at self in
bathroommrror. Mrror turns into nmagazi ne covers that he
has been on. He showers, rubs his shoul der.

He wal ks out to see a full famly, not quite ready for
di nner.

I NT. RUBY'S HOUSE - DAY

EXT. TAMPA BURCER KI NG - NI GHT

Dwm ght is at skating rink, hanging out with ANOTHER G RL,
| aughi ng as FRI ENDS, including a young Sheffield, goof off.
Dwm ght | ooks out at people skating.

Dwm ght and Another Grl get into his car. They w ng around
parking lot to Burger King drive up. Mnica is taking
or ders.



DW GHT
Hey, how s your fam|ly? Everything
good with your brothers?

MONI CA
Yeah... fine ... you know...
DW GHT
Yeah... ?
MONI CA
Yeah. ..
DW GHT
Good. What about you?
MONI CA
The sane... you know... You know

how it is Dwmght. Listen, you
going to let nme take your order or
sonet hi ng? You cone here to eat or
what ?

DW GHT
(Pauses)
Moni ca, | known you a |long tine,
When are we going to hook up?

MONI CA
(Noddi ng at
Another Grl, in
the car)
| don't think we're going out
anytine soon

DW GHT
Just a friend.
MONI CA
Yeah... ?
DW GHT
(Ginning)

Yeah, you know. . .

EXT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY
1985

DW GHT nows down nore batters.
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Rl GHAT FI ELDER and CENTER FlI ELDER pl ayfully shout at Darryl.
Darryl shrugs.

| NT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY

"'"When a guy gets to the ballpark at five-thirty, six

o' clock at night and he's sendi ng sonebody out for a burger
or chicken and it's his first neal of the day, that's a sign
of trouble,'' says Steve Garland, a fornmer Met trainer

"' And that happened a lot.'

| NT. GOODEN S LONG | SLAND HOVE - DAY

Lenny and Gooden sit on the couch, drinking beers.

LENNY
Hey, man thanks again for having
ne.

DW GHT

Dont' even say it, cuz. You'd do
t he sane for ne.

LENNY
You fucking think?

LENNY
Yeah | fucking think.

They wat ch tel evi sion.
LENNY
| wish there was sonme goddam rea
tel evion on at this hour. Wat do
you they want you getting up to
troubl e?
Phone rings.

BAR

| NT. DWGHT' S CAR - DAY
1985
Dw ght is driving through suburbs.

DARRYL (V.OQ.)
VWhat the fuck Lisa?



LI SA (V. 0)
You asking ne what the fuck?
That's exactly what | shoul d be
asking you lying piece of shit.

DARRYL (V.Q)
Honestly, Lisa, you had better
cal m down because you are not
right on this one.

He pulls up to Darryl's house. Honks. Darryl

DW GHT
Yo, Straw.

DARRYL
Yo.

cones out.

They drive around in silence. Darryl is fumng. Car is

tracki ng underpass that |eads to Shea.

DARRYL
Doc, turn around. |'m going back
hore.

DW GHT

Straw, we're here. W've got a
gane in a few hours

DARRYL
| don't care. Take ne back. |
ain't finished with her.

DW GHT
Listen, man, I'mgoing into the
cl ubhouse. You want to go hone,
"1l give you the car drive
your sel f back

DARRYL
Thanks man.

DW GHT
She's maki ng you fucking crazy,
Straw, you realize that?
| NT. DODGER S STADI UM - NI GHT
Food fight before the gane.

Mets | ose to Dodgers.

28.
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| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT

Lenny jokes around, Scum Bunch tosses shit at him Players
dri nk.

DARRYL

You know | |love LA, but | can't
wait to get back so real New York
action, you know what |'m sayi ng?

(Sarcasticly)
Where do you think Carter's going
out first? Hey Kid, you going out
on to any parties on the off day?
Thi nk maybe | can cone al ong? O
are you too young and innocent to
get in anywhere Kid.

KEI TH
Al right, settle down back there,
Straw Man.

DARRYL

(To whoever)
VWhat does he think, he owns this
t ean? Fuck. Pass ne a beer?

Doc wal ks toward front of the plane to Keith, sitting al one
in aisle.

JESSE
Ehhh... what's up, Doc?

He leans into Keith, nervous. Keith is nursing a BEER
DW GHT
Wiy don't lay off a bit on Darryl,
Mex?

CGEORGE FOSTER | ooks back

KEI TH
Sonebody's got to keep his butt in
gear.

DW GHT
Don't you think the press is doing
a good enough job of that. | nean

even W t hout your help.

KEl TH
Li sten, Doc, sit down.

Dw ght sits down.
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KEI TH
at are you kid, 20, yet?

Darryl's not nuch ol der than you

bu
th
ti

Co
yo
ge
dr

t he's old enough to know better
an to rock the boat all the
ne.

DW GHT
me on Keith, that's just Straw,
u know that. It's |Iike you were
tting on the Scumm es for
i nki ng.

KElI TH

Dwm ght, there's one thing I know

|

l o
on
of
do

don't care what you're doing so
ng as it doesn't effect things
the field. Maybe, it's a fact
life actually, that no one

es. You got to keep focused.

DW GHT

So. ..

Yo
Da
l o
IS
cr

|
h
kn

Tr

KEI TH
u know what |'m saying..
rryl's being a jackass and
afing around nay be just what it
for him but it can definitely
oss the line.

DW GHT
mnot telling you to not tel
mto lay off the guy, but... you
ow, try not to belittle him

KEI TH
ust me, I'mnot trying to stop

the kid, any nore than I woul dn't

wa

nt you to succeed to fullest,

Doc. Long after |I'm good they'l|

be

sayi ng as goes Darryl so goes

the Mets.

Darryl is in

t he back, acting |ike a jackass.

| NT. DRUGSTORE - DAY

1986

KI D buys three packs of baseball cards. He finds Dw ght and

then Darryl.

Looks at back in awe, which we see:
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| NT. LOCKERRCOM - DAY
1986 OPENI NG DAY

KEI TH
How you guys feeling? | feel I|ike
feeling good. It's pretty, rad,
the kind of team we've got.

DW GHT
You know, Mex, | feel pretty good,
t 0o.

KEI TH
Nice... nice..

KEI TH

Listen, Darryl. W're really
counting on you, but let ne know.

DARRYL
You going to keep badnout hing ne
to the press?

KEI TH
Knuckl ef ace, just keep your head
in the gane.

Darryl hits home run. Mokie, Keith, Gary, Doc, and the rest
of the teamgreat Darryl at hone plate. He is filled with
pure joy, and wears a big unangry grin.

| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT

DARRYL
Hey Ri chard. Watcha doi ng
Ri chard. M. Richard Head, you
enj oyi ng yourself, tonight? Sure
is a big Richard Head we got on
our team

LENNY
Tuff, how s that hammy doi ng?

Lenny starts opening and closing fist, making | oud kissing
noi ses.

LENNY
Yeah, baby mlk that leg. MIlk it
good.
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TEUFFEL
(Laughi ng)
Why don't you go fuck yourself,
Len?
DW GHT

Don't you think he would if he
coul d, Richard?

KEI TH
Yeah, Richard, if you figure that
one out tell ne.

Ti me passes. Pranks are pulled. Lights go down, people fal
asleep. Darrly is still drinking in the back, drinking with
Dwi ght .

Strawberry coul d be nmean and antagonistic, especially from
hi s usual spot in the back of the team bus. He woul d shout

| oud enough so that Johnson, sitting in the first row, could
hear him He once ridicul ed Johnson so viciously for not

gi ving enough playing tinme to outfielder Mbokie WIson that
Johnson had to fight back an urge to run to the rear of the
bus and pumel Strawberry.

| NT. DARRYL'S HOUSE - N GHT
Clock strikes 4 a.m

LI SA
Geat... so M. Basbeball finally
gets a honestand and this is what
his famly gets... Do you know
what tinme it is?

DARRYL
Ah conme on, baby, you know I | ove
seei ng you. ..

LI SA
You're not here 80% of the time.

DARRYL
| can't help that, I'ma
bal | pl ayer baby.

DARRYL
This is being a ballplayer... It's
amazing that they don't give you
guys all barf bags to play wth.
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DARRYL
You said you'd be asl eep.

LI SA
You think I know how to set this
al arm cl ock?

DARRYL JR. is sl eeping peacefully.
Darryl conforts Lisa.
DARRYL
You're right, | didn"t... |I'm

sorry. And, you know what? Straw
is going to spend nore tine at

home for now on, | swear.

LI SA
| could just use sone help, you
know. . .

DARRYL

Let nme take him

LI SA
|"mgoing to get sone ice cream
you want any? It's that new Rocky
Road stuff.

Darryl sits wth Jr., a bowl of ICE CREAMis on the coffee
tabl e.

LI SA
Gooden' s | ooking pretty good so
far, this year... Everyone,
real ly.
DARRYL
Yeah, | just wi sh the press would

stop bitchin every tine | don't
get a hit. Wiy they got to be
di ssing nme every tinme?

| NT. ASTRCODOVE - DAY

1986 ALL- STAR GAME

Either on field or in clubhouse.

DARRYL
Chris?



CHRI S BROMWN
Darryl ?

DARRYL
Br ot her cone here..

They enbr ace.

DARRYL
Honeboys of Creenshaw toget her
agai n.

CHRI S BROMWN
Took a little I onger, but | got
her e.

DARRYL
Man, what you been up to?

CHRI S BROWN
You know, got married to that
chick from Creenshaw, | was al ways
dating. ..

DARRYL
Nah. .

CHRI S BROWN
Had a son, a junior, got a
di vorce, playing sone third
baseman.

DARRYL
Play it good, too. Not nuch has
changed there... Anyway, you know,
| know all that... Hey you talk
all the guys nmuch. Coridie, the
twns, Carl.

CHRI S BROMWN
You know how it is. Every once in
a while.

DARRYL
Li sten, what are you doi ng
toni ght? You want to go out with
Li sa and ne, catch up?

CHRI S BROWN
Sorry... Darryl... | got a girl
here, |I'm supposed to take her

out .
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DARRYL
VWhat are you tal ki ng about? Bring
her along. | flew sone buddies in,
and we're going out later, you
know after dinner or whatever.
It'1l be fun. Conme on, we'll nake
fun of Coach Hurst.

CH LI DAVIS strolls in.

CHI LI
There are you..
CHRI S BROMWN
Darryl you know Chili, rnuch?
DARRYL
Alittle. Hows it going Chili;
you cool ?
CHI LI
Actually, 1 just remenber sone

i nportant advice | had tell your
old teanmate, you want to help ne
convi nce hin?

CHRI S BROMN
VWhat is it?

CHI LI
Ck, it's this: Whatever you do,
don't swwng at the first pitch if
you get a chance to pinch hit.
Make it |ast.

CHRI S BROWN
Seriously, that's what you had to
tell me?

CHI LI

I"'mtelling you, a couple of year
back I nmade the team traveled to
gane instead of doing a little
vacation or sonething, praticed,
then waited innings for ny licks.
Then | swung on the goddam first
pitch, and grounded |i ke a pussy
to short.

DARRYL
Seens |ike good advice nman.

Dwm ght strolls in.
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DW GHT
Yo, Straw. Cone on, we got to do
sone picture shit. You know how
pi ssed off Jay'll be.

DARRYL
Shit, thanks nman.
(To Chili and
Chirs)
"Il see you guys, Chris think
about going out. Call you girl.

Al -star gane starts.
Dwm ght and Darryl sit on bench, goofing.
Chris Brown is sent up agai nst CHARLI E HOUGH. he smashes

ball against wall. He coasting into second. He |ooks into
dugout .
Darryl is on the top step, shouting inaudibly. Chili is

doubl ed over wth |aughter.

Linmo in front of hotel. Chirs and DATE sit in lino; Chris
checks watch. Darryl and Lisa get in, arguing slightly. It
gets ugly. Darryl sonewhat threatens Lisa with violance.
Chris, appologizing and prom sing to neet them gets out of
the |ino.

No Darryl or Lisa at club
Darryl shows up at hotel bar.

when he returned to their room he found Lisa had chai ned the
door shut. He banged furiously on the door as they screaned
at each other. When she finally opened the door, Darryl
uncorked a punch to her nose that sent her to a hospital.

| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT
Dwm ght pulls out a bottle of STOLLY VODKA.

DW GHT
Mtch, do you... do your renenber
that night in your apartnent,
with, the cat, and everything?

M TCHELL' S G RLFRI END
(V.0)
JESUS!
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M TCHELL
| told Dwi ght, we don't renenber
any of that. Nothing happened.

DW GHT
Yeah?

M TCHELL
Thanks.

DW GHT
Sur e t hing.

| NT. ASTRODOME - DAY

Pandemom nmum i n cl ubhouse after victory. BACKMAN shouts,
"Whoo!" Mtchell grabs Q eda, douses himw th CHAMPAGNE

Q eda douses Sisk. Sisk douses Agul eira, who douses Gooden,
who gets Backman. ARTHUR RI CHMAN, the traveling secretary
tries to get people dressed. Floor is strew with crushed
cans and enpty bottles.

CASHEN

The Wrld Series bus is |eaving!

Anyone not on it gets left behind!
Bus rolls on with beers flow ng, chanpagne bei ng polished
of f, even Davey is indul ging.
| NT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY
GAME ONE, 1986 WORLD SERI ES
Ball rolls through Teuffel's legs, costing Mets the gane.

GAME TWO, 1986 WORLD SERI ES

Keith m splays a bunt by C enens.

| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT

Gooden |istening to headphones. Signals to waitress he wants
a drink.

Ti me passes. She is back in the area, without the drink.

DW GHT
(Impatiently)
Hey, do you think | can get that
drink or what?
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DARRYL
Doc, you think she's your servant
or sonet hi ng?

DW GHT
Hey, man, all | want is a beer.

DARRYL
Then wait your turn, man. She's
busy, can't you see that?

DW GHT
Why don't you m nd your own
busi nees, cuz? | ain't talking to
you.

DARRYL
(Ri sing)
It is ny business.

They scuffle, | ooking serious.

EXT. FENVAY PARK - DAY
Lenny is wal ki ng around | ooki ng crazed in dugout.

He wal ks out to plate, his a honerun.

EXT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY
FLASHBACK
Darryl's house. Lisa was thinking about noving out.

RUBY (V. Q)
It's like | told you. Like | been
tellin" you. Like |I'm gonna keep
on tellin" you every tine you from
New York. You ain't gonna get
nothin" fixed over the phone while
you in New York playin' ball and
she out here watchin' you onna TV.
You kids just gonna start fighting
agai n and sonebody's gonna hurt
sonebody and you got a lilte boy
to watch out out for. You wanna
tlak to Lisa. You get done with
your ganme and get yaw butt hone.
Darryl, you to grow up.
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GAME 6, 1986 WORLD SERI ES
KI SS by PRI NCE

The Sox take a quick 2-0 lead off Q eda, scoring single runs
in each of the first two innings. The Mets answer, scoring
two of their own in the bottomhalf of the fifth. The Sox
put another run on the board in the seventh, chasing § eda
fromthe gane. Lead 3-2 until the eighth inning,

McNamar a t akes Cl enens out.

DAVEY

Darryl .
DARRYL

| know, | know. Don't worry.
DAVEY

" msorry. You're out.
Darryl wal ks away, | ooks out at field.

DARRYL
Aw cone' on. Fuck nan.

In the bottomof the ninth the Mets get a runner to second
base with one out. Manager Davey Johnson chooses not to bunt
himto third, a nove that backfires when Lee Mazzilli flies
to right, which would have been the sac fly that scored the
W nning run. Instead, the Mets strand the runner, and

regul ation ends with the score knotted at three.

Cut to the tenth inning. Mets star reliever Rick Aguilera
takes to the hill, looking to preserve the tie for the
homet omn Mets. Dave Henderson ends all hopes with a | eadoff
home run to put the Sox up 4-3. Two outs later, Marty
Barrett sends a single through the infield that scores \Wade
Boggs to put the Sox up 5-3.

When Wally Backman and Keith Hernandez fly out to start the
bottom of the tenth inning, Aguilera holds his head in
despair. Just one nore out, and the underdog Red Sox w ||
have won their first Wrld Series in 68 years. The Mets, who
won the NL East by 21 1/2 ganes, who triunphed over the
Houston Astros in the NLCS, who were heavily favored by
everyone to win the Wrld Series, wll fail because of
Agui | er a.

The center field scoreboard nonmentarily reads
"Congratul ati ons Red Sox". Two NBC announcers are rehearsing
wi th Sox owner John Harrington, who wll accept the trophy
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on behalf of his team Dead silence falls over the 55,000 at
Shea St adi um

But then Gary Carter singles to left, and Kevin Mtchell,
who was undressing in the | ocker room when called upon to
pinch hit, bloops one to center. Schiral di gets ahead of Ray
Kni ght 0-2, but Knight lines a single to center, scoring
Carter, and sending Mtchell to third. In comes Bob Stanley
- the "Steaner"” - the Red Sox top closer to face Mokie
Wlson, with two runners on and the ganme hanging in the

bal ance. Get an out... the Red Sox win it all... give up a
run... go to the eleventh inning... give up nore than a
run... well, let's not even start thinking about a Gane
Seven just yet.

An epic battle ensues between Stanley and WIson. Stanley
throws two balls, then fights back, forcing Wlson to fou
off two tough pitches to even the count at 2-2. After WIson
foul s off another pitch, Stanley delivers what is officially
scored as a wild pitch. Mdst people think catcher Rich
Gedman shoul d have caught the ball. Regardl ess of the
official scoring, the play has the sanme result:

The Mets tie the score at 5-5. This is inmportant to
remenber, because regardl ess of what happens fromthis
poi nt, the score has been tied.

Wth the count 3-2, the battle continues. WIlson hits a pop
foul into the stands, and then lines one down the third base
l[ine just foul. On the next pitch, WIlson hits a slow roller
down the first base line. Bill Buckner, who had been taken
out of every previous Wirld Series gane for defensive

repl acenent Dave Stapleton, hustles over into position for
the ball.... which dribbles through his | egs. Ray Knight,
who had noved up to second on the wild pitch, rounds third
and heads for hone, junping up and down the whole way. The
New York Mets nmob him at hone plate. They've just forced a
Gane Seven, and with nonentumon their side, there's no way
they' Il nmess up this second chance.

Lockerroomis pure joy.
Cashen is being interviewed by REPORTER
CASHEN
| mean, what can you say? This is
what it's all about, right?

Randy N enman douses hi min chanpagne.
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CASHEN
You know, it's always the guys who
contribute the | east who spray the
nost chanpagne.
INT. DWGHT'S CAR - NI GHT
Moni ca and Dwi ght are | eavi ng Gooden's parents house.

DWGHT' S MOM and DW GHT' S DAD see them of f.

DW GHT
Let's take seperate cars to
dinner. | don't want you to have

to cone all the way back here, and
| ' m supposed to swing by Pete's
(??) later anyway.

MONI CA
(Kissing him
Sur e, what ever

They pull off. DM ght lets hinself mss a red |ight she
makes. He turns the car. He drives into seedy area, stops at
a friends, picks up sone coke, does a quick line, then

| eaves.

He pulls into a restaruant parking |ot next to Monica's car.

MONI CA
VWhat the hell happened to you?l've
been here for like an
hour-and-a-half. | was getting
pretty worried. | was about to
| eave.

DW GHT
You won't believe this baby, | got
a fucking flat out of no where.
You'd think I've spent enough on
that car to never get flats,
right? So anyway, this ol der
brother pulls over when he sees
|"mon the side of the road, and
he's all |ike, '"Doc, Doc. You know
who you are, you're Dw ght Gooden
So, what's happeni ng here? Wiat a
flat tire? You gotta let ne help
you. | got a jack, hold on' And,
we started to put the spare on,
only he didn't know what he was

( MORE)
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DW GHT (cont' d)
doi ng, and stuff, and then we
finally got it on, you know, and |
gave him an autograph and
everything on his copy of the
Times, which was all he had, and
came here.

MONI CA
You're acting weird. You weren't
really with another girl having
di nner were you? You al ways
di sappear like this..

DW GHT
O her woman? What ot her woman?
Listen, I'msorry | got a flat.

|'"'mhere now Let's order dinner?
k? You order yet? What | ooks
good?

Food cones, they chat, Dw ght waves at sone fans staring at
him He only picks at his | obster.

INT. FRIEND S CAR - DAY

Gooden gets in notices a .38 CALIBER PI STOL by feet of
driver, RANDOM DOC FRI END 1.

DW GHT
VWhat's that for?

RANDOM DOC FRI END
We're going to fuck up the first
cop who fucks with us.

RANDOM DOC FRI END 2
Yeah, a little surprise.
Mot her f ucker s.

Car rolls down the street.

DW GHT
Stop the car. You heard ne. Stop
" mgetting out.

Car waits a nonment as Dwi ght paces for a second. He sticks
head back in.

DW GHT
| can't do it.
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I NT. SM THERS - DAY

Dwi ght arrives at La GQuardia, a gray van picks himup off
the tarmac, drops himoff at Smthers, wal ks through the
front doors, with his head down as reporters shout.

CRACKHEAD wal ks by, scratching hinself only a little |ess
than furiously.

NURSE
Ri ght this way.

NURSE checks Dwmight in. He is taken to a small bed, a

ni ghtstand and lanp, in a roomwth three other people. He
gets up at 7 A M, does chore of cleaning out garbages. He
sits in on lecture. He eats a bad |unch. He does group

t herapy, and one-on-one. He reads, he wites to explores his
feeling.

CRACKHEAD
Fuck man. There ain't one
needl e-free spot on ny body,
except ny neck. And | shoot heroin
into that, too.

CRACKHEAD
| been using for six days once.
Didn't sleep a wnk. Coke, rock;
rock, whatever, it didn't matter.

CRACKHEAD
And so then | would have to ask
nmyself: Has it really been two
days since | ate? And when's the
last tine | took a shower?
Thr ee- and- days ago? Shit,
sonmething weren't right with ne,
you know?

DW GHT
|"d, you know, didn't really do it
at all until this year, and then

it got bad.

NURSE
How nmuch were you using?

DW GHT
| don't know... really... nostly a
parties, with the booze and the
girls and the nusic... At |east

once a week, but not nuch nore
t han t hat.
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CRACKHEAD
C mon man, Doc, you're |ying.

CRACKHEAD
You wouldn't be lying to us?
There's a reason you're here, son.

| NT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY

Darryl pulls into to parking lot, then wal ks gaunl et of
REPORTERS.

REPORTERS
(Fol l owm ng him
sone dr oppi ng)
Darrl, Darryl!?!'? What do you
think Straw? Should we fear for
you, should we fear for you, too?

DARRYL
(Char m ng)
Come on, man. | was not raised
like that. You all have got to | ay
off. How d you like if it | was
doing this to y'all?

Darryl takes sone baseballs and signs them He wal ks out the
cl uhouse, goes over to stands, and he starts signing. He
enters the cl ubhouse.

Keith is hanging out at his | ocker. MCCARVER tal ks to Ron
Dar | i ng.

MCCARVER
Thanks for the tine, Ron. You have
a good ganme today, all right.
(Turning to Darryl)
Straw... How s it's going ..

MCCARVER
Thanks for the tine, Ron. You have
a good gane today, all right.
(Turning to Darryl)
Straw... How s it's going ..

DARRYL
S' ok.

MCCARVER
Great. great. You thinking about
maybe planning in a little nore?



DARRYL
C non, man. Leave that shit al one.

Keith | ooks on chuckl i ng.

MCCARVER
You know, Darryl. No reason you
got to be canped up near the
warning track. I'mgoing to
mention it to Ral ph again.

DARRYL
Mex, you belive this?

Keith waves him of f.

DARRYL
Don't you worry about ne, M. Bob
Uecker, or whoever you think you
are.

| NT. DARRYL'S HOUSE - DAY

LI SA
G eat, |ooks who it is..

DARRYL
Wiy is there sone strange car in
the driveway filled wth bags. Is
t here guy here?

LI SA
You weren't hone. So | had the
nanny watch Darryl Jr. and went
shoppi ng.

LI SA
| went car-shopping, too. I'm
going to need you to take the bags
in sone of themwere to heavy.

DARRYL
I n sonebody el se's car?

DARRYL
Jesus, Lisa. Can't you stop
shopping for a m nute?

LI SA
Can't you stop drinking for a
m nut e?
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Darryl smacks Lisa

DARRYL
You know what the planner said?
We' ve got cars...

DARRYL
You're a rotten man, Straw. You
know that. Been rotting since the
day | net you.

DARRYL
He kept it down. You'll wake him

up.

| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT

On anot her day Mackey Sasser, a Met catcher troubled by an
enbarrassing hitch in his throwi ng notion, was not as
restrained. He charged Strawberry and cane away fromthe
assault with blood gushing fromhis nose

"'Darryl always thought (ragging on people) was funny,'
Magadan says. ''But a lot of tinmes it was vicious. And he
wasn't always drunk. A lot of tinmes it was on the bus right
after a gane."'’

TEUFFEL
"' mwarning you straw. | don't
like this crap, and |I'm not going
to put up with it anynore.

| NT. STUDI O - DAY
CHOCOLATE STRAWBERRY by Darryl Strawberry is still playing.

In STUDIO Darryl and ???his brother and other???. Hi ghlight
film Darryl raps over it.

DARRYL
My nane is Darryl, |I'ma basebal
pl ayer/One thing | forgot to
say-a/When |'mon the field I'mon
top of the world/I get screans
fromall the girls/(Dar-ryl!)/
Everybody in the stadium screans
for me/ Stri ke one, strike two, but
no strike three/Wen |I' mrunnin,
all the players nake space/l run
| slide, and then |I'm safe/"Cause
you're DEF!'" Yo, | ain't soft/lI
even get paid on ny days
of f/ Grandsl ammer, "Are you as good
( MORE)



DARRYL (cont' d)
as they, say?"/l guess you never
came to see ne play/Any pitch you
throw !l control it/l took it while
you wasn't | ookin'/So give nme your
beef, honmeboy |I'm cookin'/l can
get |l oose so don't you try/l
graduated from Crenshaw Hi gh/
You can even ask Eric 'Boogie' E

RUN DMC
My nanme is Darryl, but you can
call me D, hit it!

DW GHT
The cat's in the bag, and the
bag's in the river

DARRYL
Li sa? She's npved back to
California.

CRACKHEAD

Hey Straw. ain't you supposed to
be at the ball park?

DARRYL
Used to be I was just playing for
nmysel f. Now, |I'm playing for you,
and all the rest of them 1've
st opped playing for ne, like I
have all ny life. It's hard thing,
| don't matter anynore.

EXT. TEAM PI CTURE - DAY

1988
PLANE HOME
CROND
(Laughi ng)
| don't know maybe I'Il go golfing

for a couple weeks, what do you
think? O nore inportantly what do
you think my wife'll think?

DARRYL
Bunch of pussies up there..
better shut their fucking
nmout hs. .. anyone got a probl em
with that?



TRAI NI NG CAMP

PHOT OGRAPHER
Now i f you too could just squeeze
inalittle.

DARRYL
| ain't sitting this close to this
nmot her f ucki ng backst abber.

KEI TH
Honestly, Darryl, just shut your
damm nouth and let's get this over
with.

DARRYL
| nmean, honestly, what the fuck,
man? Now you got nmess with ny
contract situation?

KEI TH
Why don't you m nd your own
busi ness, boy? Get a new teamif
you can't be part of this one.

DARRYL
| know who won't be there ... and
" mincluding Big Mac over there
because | ain't taking anyone who
sucked you off, Mex. | want at
| east a fair chance of w nning the
MVP on it w thout your
gayl ord-side getting in the way.

Punches fly.

DARRYL
|'ve been tired of you for years!

| NT. HARBOR PARK - DAY

48.

The programis in session. Darryl, Chris Brown, ERI C DAVI S,

BARRY LARKI N, DAVID JUSTI CE, SHAWON DUNSTON, coast up in
Benzes and BMXs, work out lightly, goof around. O her
BASEBALL PLAYERS t ake sw ngs,

bal | s.

CARL JONES
Hey, guys it's ne, Carl Jones, how
you guys doi ng?

field grounders,

shagging fly
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DARRYL
Good? You good Carl ?

CHRI S BROWN
Yeah, you got to tell us what's up
Wi th everyone.

CARL JONES
Derwin's over there; you guys
should say hi to him

DARRYL
Hold up. | think | got to do a
little hitting.

Darryl hits three massive shot. Eric hits a couple of
slightly |l ess massive shot and |liner. Then progressively
younger and | ess skilled BATTERS, with DERWN MCNEAL before
hi gh school ers.

Darryl, Eric, and Chris take off in Darryl's car. Talking
with them Carl junps in. They go to Chris' nother's house,
and, except for Carl, shower, and exit in fresh cl others.

They head to Lakers game. Darryl stops car at Western and
Exposition, near the Forum He opens his wallet, and his
fishes out a twenty. turns and gives it to Carl.

DARRYL
Li sten, man. Take a taxi or
sonet hi ng hone, but you got to get
out. | mean, |ook at you, you're
in no shape to go out in public
even, hones.

In the parking |ot.

CHRI S BROWN
You kidding ne Darryl? What did
you do that for? There's big
footing and then too nuch.

DARRYL
What ever.. there was no way he
coul d have cone in. It was
i npossi bl e.

CHRI S BROMWN
Br 0?

DARRYL
Cone on.



| NT. SHEA STADI UM - DAY

DARRYL
Buddy, can we talk? Don't worry
not about ny contract. |I'mpretty

pi ssed of f about that, but |I'm
here right now, and I want to w n.
It's just that | don't know what
kind of role |I should have here.
|"m Darryl, not Keith.

BUDDY
What kind of role do you want.
DARRYL
|"'ma nmenber of the Mets famly, |
have been for years. |I'ma | eader

in the Mets famly, but | don't
think the Mets want ne. And so
don't want them

BUDDY
It's sinple. Show them how to win
on the field. You re the natural
| eader of this team They wl|
follow you if you performwell.

Anot her day, Darryl is tryin gto whip up sonme enthusiasm

DARRYL
Christ, we got to better than half
those teans. W all got to start
pl ayi ng, you know concentrati ng,
not letting any distractions get
in the way... W got a |ot of
season left...

BUDDY
Darryl, can | talk to you for a
m nut e?

BUDDY
Darryl, | know that Jose's

contract got you down (FUDGE
TIMNG, but what's holding you
back on the field, what's keeping
you from show ng instead of
telling the other guys howto w n?
Way not just show Frank and the
rest of them how nuch you're worth
on the field.

50.
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DARRYL
| bring it with me, Bud, the
pressure. | bring it everywhew e.

They teach you in Smithers how to
have an inner security, you know
rehab helps with that. But | just
can't stand that tthey treat ne
with the sane kind of respect. How
conme I'mnot paid Iike Donnie
Basebal | ? What am | supposed to

t hi nk about that?

BUDDY
VWhat did they tell you to do w ht
your feelings in rehab?

DARRYL
They hel p you understand them

BUDDY
And what are you feeling toward
the pitchers who are nmaking you
hit grounders and strike out?

DARRYL
You know I'm angry as hell as that
picther, but I'mholding it in and
| don't know why.

BUDDY
Don't hold it in anynore. Get
intesne. Get nad. But get mad at
t he other guy instead of at
yourself for holding it in.

dom nates. 18-gane hitting streak. Mets reach first.

I NT. DARRYL'S HOUSE - NI GHT

ERI C DAVI S
Hel | 0? Straw?

DARRYL
Yeah, Eric? Wuzz up? You know
what tinme it is?

ERI C DAVI S
You'll read about it this norning
in the papers.

DARRYL
Read about what ?



ERI C DAVI S
The Mets broke off negotiations.

DARRYL
I"mhitting .415. The whole club's
cone alive. Wat are they crazy?

ERI C DAVI S
They say they won't go above nine
and a half and won't agree to
anyt hi ng beyond a three-year
contract. At |east not for now

DARRYL
They' ve di cked ne around the whol e
year. Christ. Now what | am
supposed to do?

ERI C DAVI S
Just do what you've been doin'.
They' re playing chicken. They're
betting you won't file for free
agency because you're afraid off
what's going to happen when you
don't get offers from other teans.

DARRYL
FUCK

ERI C DAVI S
| said the sane thing. Just don't
get too pissed off when you read
t oday' s papers.

| NT. DARRYL'S HOUSE - DAY

January 26, 1990

Li sa cones in.

t he tabl e.

DARRYL
Where were you?

LI SA
Ch cone on, Darryl. Don't give ne
t hat crap.

DARRYL
Wy not ?

Cl ock shows 3 0'clock. CAN OF BEER sits on

52.



They keep

Darryl cracks Lisa across the top of her
bac, then slowy gets back up to her feet.
stand face-to-face. Her lip is puffy from where heel

She falls

LI SA
Because if you want to give
sonebody that crap, give it to
that slut we're goin going al
this noney, too. You realize that,
Darryl, you're dick's com ng cost
us, cost you real son, so don't
give ne sone crap for going out
with ny friends. Lord knows we got
enough stares because of you.

DARRYL
Shut up already Lisa. You want to
keep fight about this for the next
two days?

LI SA
Sure. Sure. You know why?

LI SA
Because you' ve fucking ruined us
Darryl. You need to wait until the
news cones on prove it. Darryl,
you' re a fucking joke, know that?

DARRYL
If you're so worried about the
noney, or whatever, nmade so
shoul dn't spent so nmuch on you're
fucking outfits, you fucking
bi t ch.

fighting up and down the sta

LI SA
| wish you' d just get the fuck out
here already! W don't a need a
father like that. You're nothing
but a |l oser Darryl. A fucking
ni gger Crenshaw | oser. YOU KNOW
THAT DARRYL! YOU RE A LCSER! |
DON' T CARE WHAT YOU DO ON THE
FI ELD, YOU RE A FUCKI NG LOSER AS A
FATHER, YOU RE A LOSER AS A
HUSBAND, FUCK YOU RE EVEN A LOSER
AS BASTARD S FATHER. You fucki ng
deadbeat .

Darryl's hand had cone down.

The
of

53.

hand with a punch.
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Lisa grabs a netal rod fromsonmewhere, and swings it |like a
bat at Darryl. Metal cracks across Darryl's wists as he
tries to block and into his side. He is doubled up. Lisa
starts sw ngi ng again.

Darryl runs to closer, where he gets .25-caliber

sem automatic pistal. She runs after him still sw nging,
tries to force himto stay in closet by poking his chest. He
pull's gun out, as LISA S MOTHER cones i n.

DARRYL
l"mgoing to kill you bitch. I'm
going to bl ow your brains out.
Fucki ng cunt.

Lisa's Mother calls 911. Squadron of LAPD bl ack-and-whites
wheel around Ventura Blvd., pulls into driveway. They fan
out .

POLI CE OFFI CER

Open up police

(Politely, but

wi th hands on

guns and

ni ght sti cks)
What's going on here? W got a
call.

DW GHT
Not hing officer. Nothing. It's
| ate you know?

PCOLI CE OFFI CER
You ok, mm' anf

LI SA
(Touchi ng her face
wi t h hands)
Yeah. Yeah, officer. Everything's

fine.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Does it hand gun belong to you,
M. Strawberry? May | see the
permt and registration, please?

DARRYL
( Shrugs)
Don't have one.

POLI CE OFFI CER
M. Strawberry, you''re under
arrest for the posseision of a
handgun. You have the right to
( MORE)
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PCLI CE OFFI CER (cont' d)
remain silent. ANything you say
can and wil be used agsint you in
a courrt of law. You have the
right ot a | awer and have him
present with you while you are
gquestioned. If cannot afford to
hire a lawer... one wll be
appoi nted to represent you before
any questioning, if you wsh. You
can decide at any time to
excerci se these rights and not
answer any questions or nake any
statenents. Do you understand
t hese rights?

POLI CE OFFI CER
W'll wite this all up as a
donestic. W all have our
probl ens, Straw, but no can do.
Soneone called in a weapon and
it's already on the tape. W gotta
make a report, honmes, you know.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
You'll cone, quietly?

DARRYL
Yeah.

Darryl is taken downtown. They escort himot the back of the
car. CGetting in, he winces, rubs ribs. No |ights cone on.

He waits at desk, naking phone calls to Eric Gol dschm dt,
Al an Lans.

Wthin eye sight, decision go on. Lisa |ooks forgiving.

FLASHBACK: Young Darryl and rest of famly fighting with
f at her.

POLI CE OFFI CER

This is going to be ok, Darryl.
Just a "donestic" incident. W
didn't find any drugs or anything,
which is great, but you know, your
wi fe say you may have a "dri nking
problem"” and really we're not
going to face any nore charges
fromthat.

LATER in the day, back at honme. DR LANS visits.
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DR. LANS
Listen, Darryl, | want to help. W
can intervene nedically in your
life. But whatever we do it has to
be your deci sion.

DR LANS
| can't force you to do anyt hi ng.
But you shoul d stop drinking right
here and now. But it has to be
your decision or nothing wll
t ake.

DR. LANS
We're tal king about a nedi cal
probl em here, Darryl. You' ve got
an addiction, but it's sonething
we can fix. Whatever the public
t hi nks, you've got to understand,
your problenms will respond to
nmedi cal treatment. You're sick, we
can nake you better. You're not
going to get worse. Things w |
better if you let them |'mhere
to make sure they do.

DARRYL
| can't do this al one.
DR. LANS
Don't worry about help. You'll get

hel p, but you did to talk the
peopl e you' ve hurt. Things won't
start getting beter unless you go
right to where ytou feel the nost
guiulty right now.

Darryl wal ks up to Lisa. He explains things with a pl eedi ng
|l ook in his eyes. He breaks into tears, and puts his head on
her shoul der.

| NT. CHURCH - DAY

Jan. 1991

Darryl kneels in a church as a priest reads bible.

I NT. SM THERS - DAY

Darryl wal ks in.
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| NT. GOODEN S RENTED HOVE - DAY
March 30 , 1991

Dwm ght stretches on Spring Training field. Cone is doing
sone | ong toss. Vince Col eman stretches down on | eg.

AFTER PRACTI CE
Cone talks to Cone's Grl in stands.

CONE' S G RL
You com ng out tonight, big boy?

CONE
Can't, doll face.

CONE' S G RL
Yeah? W can go to Wnn Dixie
agai n, get sone BBQ drinks sone
beers, a bottle of wine... and you
know. .. again...

CONE
Tonorrow. OK?
CONE'S G RL
XK... 1"l mss you.
(As Cone wal ks
away)

Renmenber soon enough we're going
to be packing you up for up north.

BANANA MAX, A JUPI TER BAR

Dw ght, VI NCE COLEMAN, DARRYL BOSTON, other Mets whoop it
up. Dwi ght | ooks forlorn. Boston dances with Cone's Grl.

DW GHT
(To Random G rl)
Yeah, you know. Apparently, it's
not as easy it | ooks, huh?

Bost on sw ngs by.

DW GHT
Hey, you know Daryl Boston, right?
G eat .

BOSTON

Heya Doc.



Cone's Grl wal ks up. Random G rl, shruggi ng, wal ks away.

LATER

I N CAR

DW GHT
Bro, wasn't that Coney's girl you
wer e dancing wth?

BOSTON
| guess, why don't you ask her.
Her e she cones.

CONE' S G RL
Yo, Doc, how you doi ng?
DW GHT
Chillin.
BOSTON
Ckay, I'll catch up with you

t ormmorrow, hones.

DW GHT
Thanks for the ride.
CONE'S G RL
No problem Any tine, Doc.
DW GHT
Want to cone in.
CONE'S G RL
Nah... | really got to be getting
hore.
( Thi nki ng)

Actually, let me cone in and use
your potty.

DW GHT
Sur e

58.

Boston and Col eman play Nintendo in the living room Cone's

girl uses bathroom Cone's Grl
but he gets her a water.

Gooden,

DW GHT
(wal ki ng Cone' s
Grl into Bedroon)
Yo, | want to talk to you about
somet hi ng.

turns down a beer from
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Gooden starts kissing Cone's Grl forcefully. She | ooks
unhappy. Suddenly, both Boston and Gooden are kissing her
shoul ders and back. They | augh. Col eman conmes in closing
door .

Dwm ght takes a shower. Cone's Grl, shaking, nekes the bed.
Boston and Col enan | ay on beds in a second bedroom Cone's
Grl goes in and kisses them

Cone's Grl hangs up the dress and got in bed with her
not her .

CONE' S G RL
Yeah, | had a good tine, nma. |
Yeah | did, but |I drove Doc Gooden
home, and then | kind of got | ost

Dw ght still showers.

In the shadows on the couch, the next afternoon, Cone's Grl
uses phone.

- CONE'S G RL
(Crying)
Ron ... Darling ... that you? I..

| NT. BEVERLY CENTER - DAY

Beverly Hlls party for Eric Davis' 29th Birthday. Late My
1991.

Darryl strolls in wearing pale yellow suit wwth a colorfu
shirt, great Eric Davis. CHARI SSE, a fresh-faced girl
wearing a bl acket jacket, jeans and a hat, chats with G RL
FRI ENDS. Charisse dances wi th RANDOM GUY.

Darryl cuts in, takes hat from her head. Charisse cocks her
head. He smles. They dance.

DARRYL
What' s your nane?

CHARI SSE
Chari sse.

DARRYL

Where you from Charisse?

CHARI SSE
You know, round here.



DARRYL
Do you like basebal | ?
CHARI SSE
Not really. Wy?
DARRYL
Because that's what | do. I'ma
bal | pl ayer.
CHARI SSE
Oh real ly?
DARRYL
Yeah.
CHARI SSE
So who do you play for?
DARRYL
The Dodgers.
CHARI SSE
Uh huh?
DARRYL
You don't believe nme?
CHARI SSE
What' s your nane?
DARRYL
Darryl. Darryl Strawberry.
DARRYL
Oh, yeah? Ckay... | know who you

are. My brother |oves you.

DARRYL
Ch yeah, okay?

Song ends.

CHARI SSE
Thanks for the dance.

Chari sse wal ks away.
PARKI NG LOT AFTER PARTY
Chari sse sees people tal king about her as she | eaves.

Darryl pops up.

60.
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DARRYL
Hey. ..

CHARI SSE
Hey. ..

DARRYL

May | get your nunber?
Grl friends swarm up, encouraging her to.

DARRYL
Wel|l are you going to or not?

CHARI SSE
|"ve got a better idea. Way don't
you give ne yours?

DARRYL
Just give ne the digits. Please..

CHARI SSE
Actual ly why don't just autograph
my invitation card, for ny
br ot her .

G RLS GETTI NG | NTO CAR

CHARI SSE
Actually | gave himyours..

A FEW DAYS LATER

Darryl picks Charisse up at her apartnent conplex in red
t wo- seat er Mercedes.

They arrive at Bar & Gill, it's closing time, and nostly
enpty. The two eat and giggle.

Darryl drops her off at apartnent.

DARRYL
Can | call you while I"'mon this
roadtrip?

CHARI SSE

That's be fine.

DARRYL
You going try to call ne while I'm
gone?
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CHARI SSE
(Sm 1ing)
W'l see.

Darryl Kkisses her on the cheek.

Charisse runs across living room fights wth blinds,
wat ches Darryl .

Darryl turns around and waves. She waves back excitedly.

I NT. SIMPSON' S STUDI O - DAY

JOSE CANSECO, WADE BOGGS, DON MATTI NGY, M KE SCOSI A.
Darryl .

I NT. DODGER S STADI UM - DAY

March 2, 1992 -- In his autobiography, "Darryl," witten
with Art Rust Jr., Strawberry charges the Mets with raci sm
and clains that Dw ght Gooden used cocai ne during the 1986
Worl d Seri es.

DW GHT
What the fuck, hones? | don't care
what the fuck you say about them
but you know I never did that shit
during the series. | wasn't even
doing that shit then..

| NT. CHURCH - DAY

On Dec. 3, 1993, less than two nonths after his divorce was
finalized, Strawberry married Charisse Sinon. The weddi ng
occurred three nonths after Strawberry was arrested on a
battery charge for allegedly striking her. Sinon did not
file charges. The couple has an 11-nonth-old son, Jordan,
and is expecting another child in June, the fifth for
Strawberry by three wonen. (In 1990 Strawberry was found by
means of a blood test to be the father of a child by Lisa
Cl ayton, of Cayton, M., who had filed a paternity suit
agai nst him)

I NT. GOCDEN S LONG | SLAND HOVE - DAY

Dar ryl

March 3, 1994 -- Investigated by the IRS and U. S. Attorney's
Ofice for allegedly failing to file tax returns for incone
from aut ograph and nmenorabilia shows in excess of $ 300, 000.
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April 8, 1994 -- Enters Betty Ford Center for treatnent of a
subst ance- abuse probl em

DW GHT
Darryl's mssing? It's that
fucki ng phoni ness Lasorda spews
out. He was talking |like he was
close to losing it.

"That's how powerful that ---- is. Darryl told ne (he used
agai n because) he felt a | ot of pressure was on him I|ike
going to jail and his ex-wife bothering him Darryl has
never been one to be honest with hinself." Until the recent
rel apse Strawberry said he had been clean since |ast Apri
2. That night began with a private lecture in the office of
Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda, before an exhibition gane in
Anahei m agai nst the California Angels. "Get yourself going,"
Lasorda barked. "W need you to carry us."

How many tines have | heard that? Strawberry thought. Only
my whole career. Wiy is it always on ne? I'mtired of it. |
don't want to hear it anynore.

He hit a hone run in his last at bat that night and then

di sappeared into his own black hole of despair, drinking and
drugs. He got so high he never went hone. Hs new wife,
Charisse, called his nother, Ruby, late the next norning,

whi ch was a Sunday. Darryl had weekend custody of his two
children fromhis first marriage, Darryl Jr. and D anond,

but after staying at his house they were to return that day
to his ex-wife, Lisa. Did Ruby know where Darryl was? Ruby
was rushing off to church, so she let her daughter Regina
talk to Charisse and left without being clear as to what the
call was about.

When Ruby arrived at the Bl ood Covenant Christian Faith
Center in Ponmona, Calif., where she also works as a
secretary, the parishioners conforted her. They had heard
news reports that Darryl was mssing. "lIt's going to be

O K. ," they said. Ruby had no idea what they were talking
about .

Strawberry renmenbered that the Dodgers had an exhibition

gane in Anaheimthat afternoon -- the |ast before the
regul ar season began on April 5 -- but he could not nuster
the energy to go. I'mtired, he thought, too tired. I am not

goi ng through another season like this. The partying, the
drinking. . . . I'mjust so tired
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I NT. WRI GLEY FI ELD? - DAY

Openi ng Day 1994: Dwi ght gives up three honmerruns to Tuffy
Rhodes.

| NT. BASEBABALL CARD SHOW - DAY
Rows of Darryl's and Dw ght's.

| NT. BAR - DAY
June - July 1994

It begins with one beer, the way an inferno starts with a
spark or the way a massive freeway pileup begins with one
car. Dwi ght Gooden's pattern of self-destruction continues
when he orders another beer and then another. On this night,
in June 1994, the lights and the nusic and nostly the

al cohol at the Manhattan ni ghtclub are soothing him

He has been a hard drinker since 1986, when he was 21 and in
his third year in the magjors -- abstaining from al cohol only
on the two nights before a starting assignnment and, fl ushed
wi th youth, noney and stardom indulging on all the others.
At 22 he landed in a drug rehab center after testing
positive for cocaine. Now, nearing his 30th birthday and
into his third straight |osing season, he is drinking out of
self-pity. The alcohol hits himlike Novocain; it nunbs the
pain of his depression but cannot renove it.

The beers are not enough, so, as he often has, he sw tches
to somet hi ng harder. Vodka has al ways been a favorite. It
makes hi m forget about his conbined 22-28 record in 1992 and
‘93, about howterrible his team the New York Mets, has
beconme and about the injured toe on his right foot, which
has kept himon the disabled |list for the past five weeks.
The drinks keep com ng.

Man, |'m hamered, he thinks. He presses on deep into the
night, so deep that he still is drinking when he notices the
pl ace is closed, the doors are | ocked and everybody el se
except the people who work in the club have gone hone.
That's when one of the enployees pulls out the bag of

cocai ne. You want sone?

| know | shouldn't, he thinks. But that notion passes

qui cker than one of his old fastballs, dissolving conpletely
into the fuzziness of his al cohol-polluted mnd. Wat the
hell, he thinks. I'"mon mnor |eague rehab for ny toe. They
won't test ne.

Wthin 48 hours a representative of the testing agency used
by Maj or League Basebal |l arrives in Binghanton, N. Y., honme
of the Mets' Double A affiliate, to collect a urine sanple
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from Gooden

But the dirty test last June was not ignored. The Mets told
Gooden he was facing probable suspension for violating his
aftercare program Gooden, in deep denial, told friends that
it was no big deal, that he sinply had m ssed a test because
of oversleeping. He | earned of his 60-day ban on June 24, a
day he was scheduled to start against the Pittsburgh
Pirates. The Mets, paranoid as ever, coaxed himinto going
ahead with his start anyway. After all, baseball wasn't
ready to announce the suspension, so what woul d peopl e think
i f Gooden was scratched fromhis start? It turned out to be
the worst performance of his career. "'"If | had to do it
again,'' he says, '"'there's no way |I'd go out there.'

At first, Gooden says, MIIlman and Sol onon, his counsel ors
in New York, did not recomend that he undergo anot her
inpatient rehabilitation. H's aftercare program i ncluding
the testing reginmen, needed to be stepped up. Gooden, after
meeting with the doctors on July 1, went honme to St

Pet ersburg. At an outing over that Fourth of July weekend,

he decided, ""Well, I'lIl just have a couple of beers.’

He continued to slide. "'l always knew one or two guys who
had the coke,'' he says. '"'It wasn't like |I had to go
driving through sonme bad nei ghborhood and roll the w ndow
down.'' Once, on the norning of scheduled drug tests, he
called up Lans and said, "'l was using |last night. Should I
still go ahead with the test?' ' Lans advised him yes, he

should I et hinmself be tested.

Finally, on July 22, he checked into the Betty Ford Center.
When he broke the news to his wife, Mnica, that he was
heading to the clinic, she | ooked puzzled and asked,
II\My?II

Once, on the norning of schedul ed drug tests, he called
up Lans and said, ''l was using last night. Should I stil
go ahead with the test? ' Lans advised him yes, he should
I et hinmself be tested.

| NT. DARRYL'S HOUSE - DAY

Aug. 20 in L. A

Dwm ght is released fromBetty Ford. He turns up at Darryl's
house. Mnica and Charisse hang out in kitchen,

chit-chatting, as Darryl and Dwi ght wal k around outside by a
tennis court. They sit by tennis court.



DARRYL
Doc, I"'mtelling you, you' ve got
to get out of Florida. Those
peopl e around you are killing you.
DARRYL

You' ve got to change your

envi ronment to keep from using.

The nost inportant thing they told
me at Betty Ford was to change the
whol e at nosphere and get away from
the people who use. Can't trust in
no one but Jesus, Doc. No one but

Jesus.

DW GHT
Yeah.... yeah... | know...
Darryl ...

Ti me passes, and night falls. The two sit on porch.

DARRYL
Can you believe this strike shit?

DW GHT
Doesn't make nmuch difference to
me, of course.

They relive past, talk about wasting great seasons,
famly and friends.

They go to NA neeting.

I NT. BAR - NI GHT
Aug. 20ish 1994

Dwm ght and Monica return hone.

DW GHT
Yo, Monica... if it's cool with
you, I'mgoing to go out and see

sone friends, you know, nothing
crazy, just to say hello.

MONI CA
O course. You shoul d.

DW GHT
Yeah?

66.

hurting
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MONI CA
Yeah.
(Pause)
| | ove you.

At bar... Dwight holds up three fingers, ordering three
beers, proceeds to down them

DW GHT
Whaddya have?

DEALER
Cone see ne in the bathroom..

Dwm ght exchanges noney for drugs.

DW GHT
(To friends)
Li sten guys, |'m done, you know,

there's been so nuch goi ng on.

RANDOM DOC FRI END

Awmv man. .. gotta do what you gotta
do... you cool to drive?

DW GHT
Yeah... yeah... Totally cool

t here, cuz.

RANDOM DOC FRI END 2
(Pregnantly)
Doc, you okay?

Dwi ght wanders streets of Tanpa in his car, snorting coke,
listening to music(???) He returns home, sneaks in, and

fl ushes coke down the toliet.

| NT. H GHWAY - DAY

1994

Gooden, | ooking strung out, floors BMN 850 up and down
Tanpa's hi ghways. 105 nph. 110 nph. 120 nph. 130 nph.

FLASHBACK

Younger -1 ooki ng Dwi ght and friends bl ock off 1-275 in St.
Pet ersburg for drag-racing.

Dw ght, | ooking ol der again, tips back a beer, as his car
clinks over the Howard Frankl and Bridge. Dw ght scores coke,
gets high.
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Dwm ght pulls past his driweway upon seeing a car. Monica and
kids | eave for the day. Dwight sits in his car, parked in
front of soneone's house two bl ocks away. Dw ght | ooks at
the tine. He pulls into his driveway.

Qdonet er pushes into the red. Tears run down Dw ght's
cheeks.

Dw ght, | ooking drunk again, tips back a beer, as his car
clinks over the Howard Frankl and Bridge. Dw ght scores coke,
gets high.

Qdonet er hovers in red.
NOV 4 1995
Dwm ght sneeks in and drops on couch.

A di straught Gooden consi dered suicide in 1995, a day after
he | earned he had been suspended from baseball for one year
for failing a drug test.

"I reached into ny dresser and found the 9-nm automatic
that | kept. . . . Calmy, | loaded a full nagazine,

unl ocked the safety and placed the gun to ny head," wites
Gooden in "Heat: My Life on and off the D anmond” (WIIiam
Morrow & Co.). The book will be published next nonth

"I put the gun to ny tenple, then ny ear, ny forehead, then
at the roof of ny nouth. Hell, I couldn't even find clarity
in suicide. What the hell was | doing?"

Just before squeezing the trigger, Gooden's w fe, Monica,
came running into the roomand westled the gun away from
hi m

EXT. TAMAPA CUL DE SAC - N GHT
1994

THREE LARCE MEN with weapons sit with Darryl and Sheffield
on a porch.

DW GHT
| don't know who the fuck would be
fucking calling up and fucking
with Betty, your nom but | tel
you what, Sheff, | don't fucking
like it.
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SHEFFLI ED
| tell you what, uncle Dw ght,
havi ng your cousin and these goons
make ne feel a lot better.

DW GHT
We' Il show t hem whose got the
bull et waiting for them

The |l arge nen tal k anongst thensel ves. LARCE MAN 1 gets up
and wal ks around. Sheffield and Dm ght watch sunsi ght.

SHEFFLI ED
You listen that mx | nade you
yet? Sonme poundi ng j ans.

DW GHT

Haven't really had tinme... | nean
" retired, right, | caII al

the time in the world, | jus
haven't gotten around to Ilstenlng
to it nore than a couple tinme
Seens good.

SHEFFLI ED
So why

(Pauses)

So why you gonna retire anyways?
Thi nk about it... you get yourself

signed by the Marlins, and we'l|
Wi n the series together, right
here man. W al ways tal ked about
pl ayi ng together... Christ, we got
rooki es ol der than you.

DW GHT
C nmon Gary, you know how it is
with me, | don't got no nore
j ui ce.

SHEFFLI ED

You really tired of baseball, DOc?
You don't |ike pitching anynore?

DW GHT
It ain't that. I"'mtired of
everything. Al the bullshit 1've
been putting up with. You know
what |' m sayi ng?

SHEFFLI ED
Oh | get it...
(Pauses)
You nean you're afraid of the
( MORE)
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SHEFFLI ED (cont' d)
tests.

DW GHT
What ?

SHEFFLI ED
They're too tough for you, aren't
they? You can't beast those test,
so you're just wal king away. You
gonna let that shit end your
career.

Sheffield wal ks away. Dwi ght sits for a mnute, gets up to
go into house, but notices a car call pull across street. It
cuts headlights but stays there.

Large nmen fan out. Dwi ght, dizzy, thinks of gun in his car's
gl ove conpartnent. Large nen handl e weapons.

DW GHT
VWho's that? Get the fuck outta
here.

KLAPI SCH and NEGRON get out of car.

KLAPI SCH
Doc, it's nme. Bob... the
sportswiter from New York. ..

DW GHT

Fuck man. Wiy didn't you say it
was you?

(To others)
It's okay I know him

(To Kl api sch)
You out hgt ot be nore careful
around here. You al nost got your
ass ki cked, cus.

KLAPI SCH
Sorry, Doc... | was trying to
track you down, so | could talk to
you about sonmething |'mwiting.
This here is Ray Negron; he's a
Yankees guy |'ve known for a |ong
time; he lives down here. He gave
me a ride.

DW GHT
Yeah?
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NEGRON
( Shaki ng hands)
Nice to neet you

DW GHT
Yankees, huh? Right.
KLAPI SCH
Listen, Dwight. | don't know if

it's a bad tinme, or whatever

DW GHT
It is.

Kl api sch stops tal king.

NEGRON
Used to have no tine to do
interviews, but you did 'em
t hough, right? It's funny like
t hat .

DW GHT
Seven magazi nes cover in one week
once. So | nust have found the
time. Who exactly are you agai n?

NEGRON
Negron... Ray... | been around
basebal | for al nost twenty years,
starting with sone m nor-| eague
ball. 1've been with the Yanks in
every capacity you can think of,
one way or another. | was Reggie's
right-hand man, a scout, batboy,
vi deo guy, you know, |ots of
stuff. R ght now, though I'm an
agent, working a lot with a New
York | awyer, Goodstein, you know
hin? | do sonme work for the Tokyo
G ants, too. Mdre Anerican
bal | pl ayers going to Japan these
days than at any tine since Pearl
Har bor, and | help send 'emthere,
Barfield, Mseby, Cotto. | live
two mles fromhere. Got two
beaut fi ul ki ds.

DW GHT
Yeah? How is that for guys?
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NEGRON
You'd be surprised. It can be rea
good, living wthout all the..
di stractions... and they can

eventual |y conme back these days.
Look at Cecil Fielder.

DW GHT
But everyone... they only speak
Japenese there, right?

NEGRON
It's weird you can get by w t hout
knowi ng the | anguage, so |ong as
you pick up the culture. Sone
peopl e never fit, but others wll
in a mnute.

DW GHT
No di stractions, huh?

NEGRON

Just the sinple stuff. Just
pl ayi ng basebal |. They got their
own devils there, sure, but
everything's nore disciplined and
f ocused.

(Hands hi m card)
Li sen, Doc, anytime you want to
tal k, you know where to find ne.

DW GHT
Yeah, man, | wll man, | wll.
But, uh, now, | got to getting..
you guys got to get going, sone
t hi ngs are goi ng down, and..

KLAPI SCH
Not even five years mnutes for an
interview, Doc? Just a couple of
qui cks questi ons.

Negron and Kl api sch get back into car. Dw ght slaps Kl apisch
on back.

DW GHT
Not tonight, hones. Not tonight.
Soon though soon. Take care of
yoursel f. And, be careful when you
drive your white ass around here,
no telling what'll happen if
you' re al one.
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Car pulls off, leaving Dwm ght in the mddle of cul de sac.

| NT. NEGRON S HOUSE - DAY

I n NEGRON' s backyard, his KIDS play and he watches. Door bel
rings.

Gooden hol ds daughter ARIEL in his arns.

DW GHT
You got a mnute to tal k?

Children play in the back yard. Negron's house, and
especially office, is filled with pictures of Reggi e Jackson
and Billy Martin, franmed clips of articles about Yanks,
framed back pages of the NY Post and Daily News in the 70s.

Negron and Dwm ght sit in his office.

NEGRON
So. ..

DW GHT
Ray... I"'msorry... it was just...
| was in the nei ghborhood and al
and. . .

NEGRON

You' re thinking some days that
it's hopel ess, right?

Dw ght reacts.

NEGRON
|'ve been there, Doc. You don't
know nme, and | don't know you, but
when | tell you |I've been you
better believe ne. | lost a
borhter to drugs, ny best friend
fucked up a successful career on
Wal | Street because he | oves crack
that nuch, and ne... me? ... |
| ost every penny | ever nmade to a
goddam ganbl i ng addi cti on. Dude,
one day | was ripping the
satellite disk off nmy fuckin' roof
because | knew | could sell it for
$500. | just knew that $500 was
going ot make ne rich at Bel nont
--which of course it didn't. So
don't ever let anyone | ook down at
you because you' ve got a problem
with coke. Hate the situation

( MORE)



NEGRON (cont' d)
hate the actions, but don't hate
yoursel f. W all have probl ens;
they just show up in different
pl aces.

Dwm ght eyes signed REGE E JACKSON pi cture.

NEGRON
Soneday you can be on that wall,
too, Doc. But first you have to
get your life together. It's that

si npl e.

DW GHT
| ain't comng back, Ray. | ain't
got no chance of making it back.
It's over for ne.

NEGRON
What about just getting help for
your own sake, Doc. Fuck Seli g,
fuck Cashen, fuck "emall. How
about it, Doc, how about doing
that. It can be done. W're
tal king as nmen, here, not
bal | pl ayers.

DW GHT
You know | want to... it's why..
That's why |'m here today. You..
you seem | i ke you got it al
figured out.

NEGRON
| ain't got nothing figured out
except that when people need help
they need help. I'll put in touch
wi th sonme people, it isn't going
to be pretty stuff, like Betty
Ford, but it'll open your eyes.
You think you gotten probl ens,
"1l introduce you to ny friend,
Vi ncent Kenyon, he's a Havard
educated man, on the fast track ot
succes on Wall Street, and he's in
the gutter now. He went to a party
one Friday, tried a little coke,
and didn't come honme for four
days, costing hinself several
hundred t housand and his job. That
was three years ago and it just be
cycles after cycles with the sane
ending for him Fucking rock got a
( MORE)

4.
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NEGRON (cont' d)
hold of himfromin deep

DW GHT
Jeez. ..

NEGRON

Then there was ny little brother.
It all started when | saw him
steal i ng noney out of ny our
not her's purse. W grew up in
Queens; ny nother was a school
teacher and ny father was orderly.
Qoviously we didn't cone from a
| ot of noney, and what he took was
a big deal when it was gone.
Eventual ly ny nother started
noticing, and at about the sane
time, | heard runors about ny
brother and one day | finally
aksed himto his face, 'Are you
usi ng?'

( Fr owni ng)
He started crying right in front
of me and asked emto help him He
said he was trying to get off the
stuff and that he needed noney to
get counseling -- wthout ny
parents know ng. | gave hine a
coupl e of bucks, then and | ater,
and that's what kept the cycle

going. | realize now |'d becone an
enabl er.

(Pauses)
One night, | get acall, it's like

2 a.m and ny brother calls ne
from somewhere in east Brooklyn
He told nme sone deal ers were going
ot kill himif he didn't conme up
with two hundred dollars, and so
could I cone right away? | drove
like crazy to get tehre and show
up, like an idiot. | thought I was
hel ping him but fuck, c'non on. |
got to the place he told ne he
was, wal ked into a hallway of sone
dark buil ding, scared shitless,
and | suddenly | feel a cold gun
poking into ny head. Sonme guy j ust
says, 'Gve ne the fucking noney'
and | give himtw hundred
dol l ars, turned around and went
home, thanking the Lord I didn't
get shot. Basically, even though

( MORE)
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NEGRON (cont' d)
he denies it to this day, but |
think he set me up just for the

cash.
DW GHT
Fuck, man. |'m sorry.
NEGRON

You think that's bad. You're
sitting here wwth ne while your
daught er, your fucking daughter,
pl ays outside and you're telling
me you're done. Done with
basebal | , what? Done with
yoursel f? You throwi ng that away?
| never been bitten quite as bad
as sone people, what with the
ganbl i ng, which rui ned anot her
friend of m ne even quicker, he
couldn't stop trying to catch-up
but | been bitten, and | tell you,
Doc, you're either getting better
and you're getting worse. Listen,
Doc, | know you need hel p. There's
pl aces you can go. It never ends
unl ess you admt you're sick

I NT. EL CERRI TO COWUNI TY CENTER, - DAY
Jan. 1995
Last 29 days | ast year on giants.

Strawberry had provided a urine sanple the previous day as
well. The day before that, on Mnday, Strawberry had spoken
at a Martin Luther King Day rally at the EIl Cerrito
Community Center, a few mles north of Oakland. He had

tal ked about the inportance of keeping children off drugs
and al cohol, referring to them several tines as "the young
yout h today."

"“I'"ve been through drugs and al cohol nyself,” he had said
into the mcrophone. "I overcane that through the grace of
God. "

The cocai ne he had scored | ess than 48 hours earlier, on
Saturday night, lingered in his system as he spoke at the
rally. More fatefully, it was in the urine sanples he

provi ded on Tuesday and Wednesday. He didn't realize, as he
sprawl ed across his couch, telling a reporter he was cl ean,
that he'd been caught.
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Fl ash back
to Father yelling at him
to previous night, doing drugs.

"Tears welled up in nmy eyes, and | had a big lunp in ny
throat," Ruby says. "It made ne realize some of the things
that were going on. | couldn't understand sone of the things
that were happening wwth him He didn't care what was goi ng
on with the famly. He was not in touch with us. "Now that |
| ook back | can understand a |ot of his behavior. | used to
wonder why he never nade eye contact with ne when he tal ked.
| kind of brushed it off. You know, he was al ways on the go,
never had nmuch tinme. He was al ways kind of | ooking over ny
head, | ooking for soneplace else to go or sonething.

"I remenber one of the first things he did after he left the
Betty Ford Center. W were sitting in my honme, on opposite
sides of a room | told him 'You know, that's sonething you
never used to do.' And he said, 'Wat's that? Wiat are you
tal king about?" And | said, 'You can |look nme in the eyes
when you're talking to nme. You never used to do that.'

"From what | understand now, a |ot of things were going on
before he cane back to L. A. That was sonething we weren't
aware of . "

I NT. NA CENTER - N GHT

Street people, hard-core addicts.

VI NCENT
Doc if you ever think of cocaine
as a mew | ow high, like slowy

clinbing stairs, then using crack
is like taking an exprees el evator
all the way to the top. It's a
very powerful high, and in mayn
people it create paranoia. You

t hi nk everyone is out to get you,
you think everyone is an

under ocver cop. You cannot defeat
crack unl ess you help. If you're
in denial, it will kill you

Dwm ght sits in corner |istening.

RON DOCK
A lot of you heard this story
already. But it's ny story. It's
what | been through. | went to
Evander Childs H gh School in the
Bronx, and | was goi ng nowhere in
my life. | was, what, boxing in
the PAL, running a little track,

( MORE)



78.

RON DOCK (cont' d)
but I had no real goals. | didn't
know anyt hi ng about the marines or
Vietnam until one of ny buddies,
an ol der guy, cane honme one day in
his dress blues. And, man, he
w ped ne off the npa. He | ooked so
tough, so sharp. | was bored with
nmy life at the tinme, and why not,
you know? | decided | had to join
up.

(Pauses)

Funny thing was | didn't konw the
first thing about racismuntil
got into the corps. The sergeants
startered telling nme, 'Hey boy,

we're gonna kill you when we get
you 'Nam You gonna die, you know
that?' Shit, | thought these guys

wer e supposed to be on ny side.
Was | scared? You better believe
it. I was only seventeen when
went over, and | got into ny first
firefight within two weeks.
(Pauses)
It was three in the afternoon, and
| was part of a seven-man partrol
getting ready to set up an anbush
when we got caught in an L-shaped
anbush oursel ves. The VC started
wth nortars, then with AK-47
fire, and right away we were
pi nned down in the rice paddies.
We | ost one Marine, and anot her
was about two m nutes away from
dyi ng when we called in for an
auxiliary strike. Luckily, the VC
broke off contact with us.

DW GHT
(To self)
Fuck.

RON DOCK
Vll, and it all happened so fast,
that | never realized that, during
that first firefight, I had
urinated and defecated all over

nmyself. | was scream ng
conpletely crazy; 1'd gone into
shock. | was there but | wasn't
there. | knew Vietnamwasn't for

me, but there | was, stuck in the
worst place in the world. My buddy
( MORE)
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RON DOCK (cont' d)
in the dress blues didn't tell nme
what being a marine was really
about... constant fear. And, man,
| was about over the edge. My
sergeant gave ne a littel weed,
sone Jim Beam and | passed out.
That's how it started for ne.

nks of a home run flying over his head.

NEGRON

Basically right after that, |
deci ded sonewhere inside ne, |
don't know who was in charge then
that | would get high every single
night. Particulary when | was
night patrol. It was even a reason
to voluneer for it. To get zoot ed.
But it wasn't, you know, frowned
upon or anything. | nean, put it
this way... whenever we killed a
VC, first thing we did was check
hi s pockets for opium

(Looki ng at

addi ct s)
You were in the shit every second
over there, basically, and it
fucks with your head. One night
fucking | ook down and realize |
have a huge erection that popped
up while I was trying to bl ow away
sonme gooks out in the forest with
my M16. | nmean sone guys, they
stuck to the Beam and weed and
conpartnentalized it all, and, you
know, they canme back ok, nore or
| ess. But | was hooked on the
fear, addicted to all of it. Wen
| got back here, | was out of
control. They tried to get ne into
t eachi ng young | i eutenants about
jungl e warfare, but you know I
still so crazy, | didn't to bother
with that. | took over a VA
hospital, held the doctors and
patients up as hostages until they
tal ked nme out of doing worse shit.

(Looki ng at Dw ght)
After, | nmean, not surprisingly, |
was di scharged, dishonorably, sent
back to the Bronx and every el se
spiraled dowmmward. | was in jail
psychiatric wards, divorced al nost

( MORE)
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NEGRON (cont' d)
as soon as | was married, and
nostly in the street. Then one day
it came to nme, man | was eating
out of a garbage bin here in St
Pet e, wei ghing, what 140 pounds if
that, and |I thought to nyself,
"This is the day |'mgoing to
die.'

RON DOCK

(To no one in

particul ar)
So I found a cop and | went up to
himand | said, 'Please take ne to
a treatnent center.' That's how
ended up up here, and |'ve been
sober for three years now. And,
everyday, | pray to God that | can
j ust be sober for another day.

Meeting ends, and Dw ght goes up to Ron Dock.

DW GHT
Hey, Ron. Dwi ght. Dw ght Gooden.
... | was... wondering if you
could... you know help ne...
through this... as...

RON DOCK
(Cool y)
Let me ask you sonet hing, Dw ght?
How bad do you want to stay cl ean?

DW GHT
Real bad.
RON DOCK
Well, if you do, then cone just

cone back tonorrow. Don't say

anot her word. You're talking too
much as it is. The only way you
can prove you're serious is if you
show up agai n tonorrow.

He turns and wal ks away. New day. Dw ght is back.

DW GHT
You don't understand. |I'mhere to
beat this. | want to now... | need
to now. .. the way... just the way
| left the gane. | don't want
peopl e twenty years fromnow to
say ' Dw ght Gooden had a great

( MORE)
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DW GHT (cont' d)
career, but he threwit away.' |
want themto say, 'Dw ght Gooden
had a great career because he beat
that shit.' | sure don't want ny
kids to think of their father as
sone junkie who couldn't handle
success.

RON DOCK
If you really want to inpress ne,
then don't think about anything
except tonmorrow. Your groal from
now on is to stay clean for the
next 24-hours.

| NT. COURT - DAY

Between Feb. 6 and 9 1995 Strawberry received a 60-day
suspensi on from basebal|l because of the positive drug tests,
was rel eased by the San Francisco G ants and pl eaded guilty
to the charge of failing to report and pay tax on nore than
$350, 000 earned from appearing at card shows from 1986 to
'90. Sentencing is scheduled for March 15.

Late in the day he phoned his | awer, Robert Shapiro, and
agreed to neet with himthe next norning. Shapiro, who two
nmonths | ater woul d be on national TV representing a fugitive
named O J. Sinpson, brought Darryl into his office while
Ruby, Charisse and M chael waited outside. Shapiro told
Strawberry it was tinme he admtted he was an al coholic and a
drug user. For years Strawberry had been afraid to nmake that
adm ssi on because he was worried, for one thing, about how
it would be received by his famly, his team and the nedi a.
Shapiro told himhe would take care of everything, including
how it played out in the press. Wen the door opened,
Shapiro gestured toward the famly and asked Strawberry, "Is
it OK to share it with then?" Strawberry nodded and told

t hem

"Tears welled up in nmy eyes, and | had a big lunp in ny
throat," Ruby says. "It made ne realize some of the things
that were going on. | couldn't understand sone of the things
that were happening with him He didn't care what was goi ng
on with the famly. He was not in touch with us. "Now that |
| ook back | can understand a |ot of his behavior. | used to
wonder why he never nade eye contact with ne when he tal ked.
| kind of brushed it off. You know, he was al ways on the go,
never had nmuch tinme. He was al ways kind of |ooking over ny
head, | ooking for soneplace else to go or sonething.

"I remenber one of the first things he did after he left the
Betty Ford Center. W were sitting in nmy honme, on opposite
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sides of a room | told him 'You know, that's sonething you
never used to do.' And he said, 'Wat's that? Wiat are you
tal king about?" And | said, 'You can |ook nme in the eyes
when you're talking to nme. You never used to do that.'

"From what | understand now, a |ot of things were going on
before he cane back to L. A. That was sonething we weren't
aware of . "

| NT. GOODEN S APARTMENT - DAY

On television, Invasion of the Body Snatchers plays.

Dr. Mles J. Binnell: Drugs dull the mnd... maybe that's
t he reason.

EXT. YANKEE STADI UM - DAY
1996 May No Hitter Gane

| NT. YANKEE STADI UM - DAY

Dar ryl

May 3, 1996 -- Signs free-agent contract with St. Pau
Saints of the independent Northern League.

July 4, 1996 -- Contract purchased by Yankees for $ 300, 000.
July 28, 1996 -- Hits his 300th hone run -- a ganme-w nni ng,
two-run blast in the bottomof the ninth to give Yankees a
3-2 win over Kansas City.

Aug. 28, 1996 -- Ejected during bench-clearing brawl agai nst
Seattle Mariners.

Cctober, 1996 -- Batted .417 with three honmers and five RB
in ALCS win over Baltinore Oiol es,

| NT. KI NGDOVE - DAY

Copyright 1996 North Jersey Media Goup Inc., Al R ghts
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BODY:

Al l summrer the Yankees had been dreading that second West
Coast

trip. Their only hope? By the tinme they stepped inside their
per sona

torture chanber, the Kingdonme, the | ead over the Oioles
woul d be fat

enough to withstand a disaster. And the Yankees felt one was
coni ng.

Al ready the nonth of August was turning ugly on Joe Torre.
Bet ween

August 4 and August 20, the Yankees | ead had been tri med
from 10 ganes

to six, thanks to a devastating four-ganme series against
Seattle at the

stadium The Mariners took the first three ganes, scoring 25
runs,

pronpting Darryl Strawberry to admt, "They seemto have our
nunber this

year. | just can't explainit."”

The Mariners were equal -opportunity Yankee thrashers: they
nai | ed

Kenny Rogers for eight runs in three innings on August 17,

t hen pounded

Dwm ght Gooden for seven runs and 10 hits in just two and
two-t hirds

i nnings the next night. No one had an antidote for Al ex
Rodri guez' s bat

speed, or Edgar Martinez's remarkabl e plate coverage, or Ken
Giffey's

overall star quotient. The Mariners were big and tough, the
West' s

version of the Oioles. Not even Gooden's fastball could
stop Seattle.

In fact, Gooden's |loss on the 18th dropped his record to
10-5, and while

that was still nore than respectable, George Steinbrenner
was begi nni ng

to | ose patience with his national celebrity.

Ever since the May 14 no-hitter, Gooden had becone a
spokesman for
second chances. He said yes to virtually every interview
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request, TV,

radi o, newspapers, nagazi nes, everyone wanted to chronicle
this

storybook resurrection. By the tine the summer was over,
Gooden was on

the cover of The Sporting News and New York magazi ne, and he
woul d soon

be featured on ABC s docunentary prine-tinme show Turning

Poi nt .

The producers wanted to spend a full hour on the dual sagas
of

Gooden and Strawberry, starting fromtheir chil dhoods, and
then fol |l ow

with their high school careers, their early days with the
Mets, their

fall to cocaine, and their subsequent resurrections. Gooden,
of course,

was nore than happy to participate, but he was stunned to

di scover that

St ei nbrenner not only was opposed to it but actually forbade
himfrom

speaking to ABC

VWhat was really bothering Steinbrenner was Gooden's

i nvol venent in

an even larger project. Less than a week after Gooden's
no-hitter, Doc

had been contacted by novie producer Norman Twai n, who had
t he idea of

turning his life story into a feature-length film Twain,
who had

produced the highly successful filmLean on Me, said
Gooden's story "was

perfect for Hollywood. It's really a very distinct three-act
screenplay: the rise, the fall, and the return to basebal
ending with

the no-hitter."

Negron wasn't far away. In fact, he was at Gooden's | ocker
at that

very nonment, hel ping the Doctor sort out the pounding he'd
j ust absorbed

fromSeattle's hitters. Priore poked his head around the
corner and

sai d, "Ray, telephone for you."

The advi sor took the phone."Negron here."

Truth was, Gooden's real eneny was the nunber of innings in
hi s

shoul der, not any TV interview or novie project. He'd been
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t hrowi ng for

nearly an entire year without rest and was desperate for
time off. But

it was inpossible for Gooden to make that request, not now,
not with

David Cone still on the disabled |list and the Yankee | ead
shri nki ng by
t he day.

BOSS

That was a fucking disgrace out
there! And let ne tell you
sonething. If | have to hear one
nore thing about that goddam
novi e, you're both gone!

Negron returns to Doc's | ocker.
"What was that about?" Doc asked.

"Ah, not hing, "Negron answered casual |l y. " George just wanted
to
know how your armfelt."

Negron wei ghed whether to tell Doc the truth but asked

hi msel f what

the point was. How would it benefit the enotionally fragile
Gooden to

know t hat Stei nbrenner had turned his infanous tenper on

hi n? Woul d

that nmake himpitch any better? Wuld it nake the tendinitis
in his

shoul der di sappear? Truth was, Gooden's real eneny was the
nunber of innings in his

shoul der, not any TV interview or novie project. He'd been
throwi ng for

nearly an entire year without rest and was desperate for
time off. But

it was inpossible for Gooden to make that request, not now,
not with

David Cone still on the disabled |list and the Yankee | ead
shri nki ng by
t he day.

I NT. TURNI NG PO NT - DAY

Meredith Vieira tells the story

FORREST SAWER: [voice-over] On the eve of the Wrld Series,
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chi ef correspondent Meredith Vieira with a story bigger than
basebal |

FORREST SAWER: [voice-over] On the eve of the Wrld Series,
chi ef correspondent Meredith Vieira with a story bigger than
basebal |

MEREDI TH VI EIl RA, ABC News: And a good day for Dw ght Gooden
t hese days?

DW GHT GOODEN: Bei ng cl ean and sober cones first because if
|"mnot that, then | don't get the chance to win a gane.

FORREST SAWER: [voi ce-over] And the man who gave them both
a second chance.

GECRCE STEINBRENNER: | don't want to tell a guy when he's 31
or 33, "Hey, your life's over."

BOB KLAPI SCH, Sports Witer: It really is a story that you
coul dn't possibly have scripted.

MEREDI TH VI El RA: [voi ce-over] Ten years ago this nonth it
was the New York Mets who were the best ballclub in Anerica.
The players were young, rich and seem ngly invincible.
Sports witer Bob Kl apisch watched them defi ne a decade.

BOB KLAPI SCH, Sports Witer: The Mets were hip. They were
chic. It was the thing to do to go to Shea Stadium People
used to show up in linmousines to see Dwi ght throw a shutout,
to see himstrike out 10 or 15 guys. The Mets team as a
whol e, had this relationship with New York. W were all on a
first-nane basis with the Mets. It was Lenny, Straw, Keith,
Doc.

| NT. YANKEE STADI UM - DAY

OCT. 1998

Charisse throws out first pitch in Gane 1.

Strawberry's nunber, 39, enbroidered on their caps.
Gooden is in the Cevel and cl ubhouse.

Gooden called Strawberry from Boston, two days before the

surgery, and said he would pray for him Strawberry
responded by needling Gooden about his ejection from Gane 2
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of the division series against the Boston Red Sox.

Fl owers, cards, telegranms, candy and phone calls overwhel m
Col unbi a- Presbyterian Medi cal Centre.

EXT. QUTSI DE FLA. REHAB CENTER - DAY

Darryl waits for ride.

BEVERLY
Hey.

DARRYL
Hey.

BEVERLY
Sorry. I'mlate.

DARRYL

Nah. It's cool.

DARRYL
They'I'l wait.

"He said she took himto a nearby notel where there were a
total of five men who had guns and took his jewelry."

Strawberry said the nen later took himwith themin a search
for nore drugs, and eventually drove himto Ol ando, where

he was abandoned in a notel. Police are also trying
determine the legitimacy of a kidnapping allegation.

| NT. H G-VAY - DAY
March 2001

A cracked-up Darryl is searched for in the drug areas of
Tanpa by Gooden, Dock, and Negron

They pop their heads into drug dens, ask street people.

DARRYL
|"msorry. | nessed up, | really
messed up this tinme. I'msorry.

a four-day cocai ne binge Two days |ater, Dock and Negron got
a call fromStrawoberry, 135 mles away in Daytona Beach."W
pi cked himup on the highway," Dock said. "That was the

saddest sight for ne. | thought a couple of tinmes in the car
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we may lose him.. He cried, | cried." Dock said Strawberry
di sli ked chenot herapy and said it was killing him

Car pulls over tw ce. Dock, Darryl enbrace, cry.

They take himstraight to St. Joseph's Hospital in Tanpa,
where he was placed on suicide watch

SAFER
No echo of cheering crowds, only
the armof a friend for support.
Washed up, addicted to drugs and
al cohol, and eaten alive by
cancer. Just six weeks earlier he
was full of hope for at |east sone
kind of life.

I NT. 60 M NUTES - DAY

DARRYL
|'ve been working so hard and, you
know, everything has been goi ng

extrenely well, and all of a
sudden, you know, | just kind of
| ost it.

SAFER

That body that once had so much
power and grace seened hol | ow and
br oken, def eat ed.

DARRYL
" mjust, you know, very sorry
that |--but right now |'mjust

very sick, you know, nmentally and
physi cal ly and--and just, you
know, at a real bad place, going
through a real difficult tine.

(Junmp cut)
| have a wife and | have five
children and, you know, |--1 | ook

forward to, you know, being a dad
and--and bei ng a husband and--and
bei ng sonething to theminstead of
bei ng, quote, unquote, "sonething"
to, you know, the world of
basebal |

LIKE ADCK M. TOWY LASORDA: He's got a lot of fame, he's
got a famly, and yet he put sonmething inside of him
knowi ngly that this thing could ruin his career, ruin his



entire life, and yet they have the weakness to put it in
their body. This is sonmething that | cannot understand

CHARI SSE
Man, | just was, |ike, why--why
can't he stop? Wiy can't he quit?
Why- -why does he nmake the
prom ses? Why does he do that?
Why--why can't--you know, it was
probably the nost painful thing.

RON DOCK
| f people who | oved ne gave up on
me, | probably woul dn't be here

talking to you right now. And you
know what's fascinating? If you

| ook around and the public I ooks
around, there's a Darryl
Strawberry, they'd know one in
each househol d from an uncl e,
sister, brother, nother, friends.
They're all around us. They're
all--there's a Darryl Strawberry
all around us. So are you going to
give up on your Darryl Strawberry?

DW GHT
| can use everything that | went
t hrough and what |'m doing now to
show himthat he can make it. If |
made it through all the stuff,
then he has the opportunity if he
wants it, because what Darryl's
goi ng through now, that could
easi |y have been ne.

I NT. TAMPA DRUG HOUSE - DAY

The circunmstances surrounding his spiral

and

di sturbing every tine. Strawberry marching out of his
treatment center
in the mddle of Gane 1 of a Subway Series and di sappearing

into the

Tanpa night for a binge of crack cocaine.

Oct ober 27, 2000, Friday, FINAL EDI TI ON
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NEW YORK - He haunts this New York-New York World Series
fromthe grave. And he isn't even dead.But there are people
who think Darryl Strawberry is working on it. Saturday,
Strawberry apparently was as busy as the Yankees, the | ast
t eam he pl ayed baseball for, and the Mets, one of his
former teans. The Yanks and Mets net in Game 1 of the

| ong-awai ted Subway Series. Strawberry was off having
another train weck. Strawberry was jailed Wednesday after

| eavi ng house arrest in Tanpa during the weekend for a crack
and prescription-drug binge.

"l heard about it 10 m nutes ago,"” Keith Hernandez said
before Gane 4 Wednesday at Shea Stadium  Hernandez and
Strawberry were teanmates in 1986 when they hel ped the Mets
win their last world chanpi onship.

"I wanted to cry," Hernandez said, "because this m ght be
over the edge. This could be suicidal."There are those
Strawberry left behind all over Shea Stadium People with
Darryl nmenories. Dw ght Gooden is one of them Gooden has
had his own long list of off-field problenms. But now he is
clean and a Yankee at a Wrld Series, as Strawberry coul d
have been had he not been suspended in February, his third
cocai ne-rel ated suspension from baseball in five years. Doc
Gooden hustl ed through the dugout before Wdnesday' s gane.
Medi a wanted to know what he thought. Gooden ran past them
"Cotta go. CGotta stretch.™

That is where people are now, even people who care about
Darryl Strawberry. They want to do anything but stand and
tal k about a man they've nearly exhausted breath and
patience on.

"I don't even want to go into this," Yankees bench coach Don
Zimer said. "How many tines can we be asked? It's easy to
say you're sad. And | am But | don't want any connection to
it. Wiat can | say? What can anyone say at this point?"

In 1998, Strawberry was di agnosed with col on cancer, which
was treated wth surgery and chenotherapy. In August, he
underwent surgery to renove a kidney and a tunor in his
stomach. Strawberry's friends think that battle, coupled
with this Subway Series, has taken an enotional toll on the
eight-tinme all-star."l know this is probably tough for him
right nowwth all that's going on," Gooden said | ast

Friday, on the eve of the Wrld Series. "To see everything
that's taking place has to be hard. But ny main concernis
his health.""He's doing this to hinself, basically," Yankees

manager Joe Torre said. "That's the sad part.""l cry for
Darryl," said Mets co-owner Nel son Doubl eday, who net
Strawberry 20 years ago. "I really cry for him"

"It was amazing here in '86," Hernandez said of that
chanpi onshi p season, when it was Hernandez, Doc, Darryl and
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Gary Carter."Honestly, it's so corporate now, the crowds
seema little quieter,"” Hernandez said. "Back then, there
was a buzz. It was electric."ln Tanpa, Strawberry soon m ght
buzz. Upon his release fromjail, his probation officer
wants himfitted with an el ectronic nonitoring device.
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Darryl Strawberry says he has given up on ever
returning to baseball -- and has accepted that col on cancer
may kill him
"My career is over -- done," Strawberry told Jane Pauley in

a jailhouse interviewto air Sunday on NBC s "Dateline."

"' m physically not able to go anynore, and | just don't
have the desire to go anynore."

Strawberry -- who | ast week said he had stopped his cancer
treatnent and lost the will to live -- said his doctors told
himhis long-term prognosis is good. But he's not so sure.

"I have no idea what's going to happen,” he said. "l've
reached a point of understanding that life is going to
cone-to an end one day for ne."

Excerpts of the interview were rel eased yesterday as
Strawberry, 38, was sent back to jail by Hills-borough
County Judge Fl orence Foster, who told himto resune
chenot herapy treatnents "or you are history."

The ex- New York Yankee was sentenced to 30 days but will get
credit for the 15 days he has served since testing positive
for cocaine last nonth, a violation of his probation on drug
and solicitation charges.

Strawberry could be out of jail in a few nore days with his
time served and ot her considerations of Florida' s prison
system prosecutors and defense attorneys said.
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Once Strawberry is released, he nust return to the private
subst ance- abuse treatnent center where he had been under
house arrest for violating probation on drug and
prostitution charges.

He will also be forced to wear an electronic nonitor - and
the judge vowed to send himback to prison if he |eaves
agai n.

Copyri ght 2000 The Tri bune Co. Publishes The Tanpa Tri bune
Tanpa Tri bune (Fl orida)

I NT. PHCENI X HOUSE - DAY

2002.

It's a persuasive argunent because, after all, since when is
consensual sex or snoking cigarettes cause for inprisonnent?
Still, the hardhearted -- including nore than one Yankee
official -- wll say: Enough. To them Strawberry is a

mul ti pl e-of fense | oser who deserves all the humliation and
enbarrassnment he's enduring today, including jail.

Neverthel ess, there are disturbing elenents to his case.
Phoeni x House officials admt "soneone goofed” in reporting
that Darryl had $140,000 in his possession during treatnent;
t he actual sum was $140.

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
FEB. 2002

Dwi ght's Cadill ac Escal ade weaves through traffic. Cop car
pulls it over.

Red- eyed, Dw ght | eans out w ndow.

DW GHT
Oficer.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Li scense and registration.
(Taki ng them
Where you going sir?



DW GHT
I"mgoing to pick ny son up. For a
gane.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
You been drinking? It sure senlls

like it Doc.

DW GHT
Only maybe three beers. Really.
' m cool .

Police officer sees open BOTTLE OF M CHELOB LIGHT in a
cuphol der.

93.

Dwm ght sweats it out while cop runs |liscense. Radio reports

back "and that's been suspended for a failure to pay."

PCLI CE OFFI CER
Why don't you get out, Doc?

Dwm ght staggers out, points to his knee.
AT JAIL
Cop is booking Dw ght.
DW GHT
(Exhaust ed)
No fucking tests. No nore fucking
tests. I'mnot fucking doing it.

| NT. SHEA STADI UM - NI GHT

Li ght drizzle. 20th Anniverserary of 1986 w n.

Many of the old tiners are in attendence. Lenny is huge.

and Keith are m cked up for SNY.
Darryl waits in tunnel.
Darryl is greeted with great cheers.

Darryl is in booth.

I NT. SNY TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DAY

Pl ay novi e of appearance. Things they |earned:
http://ww. yout ube. com wat ch?v=hG | zt Gamrm8

Ron

FADE QUT.



